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The Peſtilence inflifted on the Grecian Camp by Apollo. 
Iliad, Book I. Line 43. Pore's Verſion, Lin. 61. ; 


HIS heard, and from Olympus' Height the God 
Deſcended; on his Shoulders hung his Bow, 
And Quirer with ſharp-pointed Arrows ſtor'd 
Loud-rattling at each Step; at each they gave 
Dread Signal of th' approaching Ills prepar'd 
In their great Maſter's Wrath, He onward came 
Gloomy as Night! And now the Fleet in view; 
Down fits He ; and th' unerring Shaft diſmiſs'd. 
Dire was. the Twang of that firm Silver Bow. 
Beneath his Arm the Fwift-pac'd Dogs and Mules | 
Firſt fell. At length a deadlier Dart He- drew 


* AN ESSAY 

Pregnant with Woes ; the Men it ſtruck, and fill'd 
With funeral Pyres, that ever flam'd, the Sky. 

Nine Days th' impetuous Weapons of the God | 
Sped thro' the Camp. * Achilles on the tenth | I5 
(So Heaven's chief Goddeſs anxious for the Fate 
Of bleeding Greece inſpir'd that Heroe's Mind) 
To Council call'd the Troops; then in the midſt 
He roſe, and thus his publick Cares-expreſs'd. | 


> 


1 . 
N 
* 


the Men it firuck)] Tis the Peſtilence, which our Author means, and yet He for- 
bears to name it. Not one Word in Homer of Diſeaſe or 2 when deſcribing an in- 
cenſed Deity deſcending with his Bow and Quiver, and diſperſing his Arrows thro' the Grecian 
Camp. Thus He preſerves the Poetic Allegory unmixt and pure, and pays the Compliment to 
his Reader of entering Himſelf into the Fact or Moral-conch'd-under- it. And whereas £uftas 
thius accounts for the Infection beginning with the Cattle, partly from the Quickneſs of their 
Scent, and partly from their prone Poſition towards the Earth, (from whence he ſuppoſes the 
Air to have been firſt infected) this reminds me of a Remark made by the late Dr. Mead, in 
his Monita & Præcepta Medica; where, treating of Epidemic Diſeaſes, he fays, their Cauſes 
& ariſe chiefly out of the Earth, as Lucretius wiſely ſaid, - . 

2 . Putrorem humida nadta gt 

x Impeſtivis pluviiſque & Solibus icta. 

i. e. it contracts Corruption from Exceſs of Heat and Moiſture. And by the Way, this Cita- 
tion from Lucretius ſhould ſeem to favour another Notion of Eu/tathius, viz. that by Apolly's. 
- Shafts is here meant the Sunbeams, ſuppos'd to draw the noxious Vapours out of the Ground. 
— Though after all I fear theſe Sentiments are ſomewhat too medern for Homer's Age, ſince 
how much ſoever Apollo and the Sun were in proceſs of Time confounded together, in Homer 
they are conſtantly repreſented as diſtinct Deities. The true Key to our Author ſeems to be 
this: All ſudden Deaths of Males were by the Ancients aſcribed to Apoll;'s Shafts, as the like 
Deaths of Females were aſcrib'd to Diana's. And the Greeks had the more Reaſon to ſuſpect 
Apollo upon this Occaſion, as He was known to be the (a) tutelary God of Trey, and accord- 
ingly muſt be ſuppos'd ready to embrace every Opportunity of annoying her Enemies. And I 
need not ſay, the late Inſult offer'd to his Prieſt would be deem'd ſuch. | 

* Achilles on the tengþ] As our Poet is now introducing his Hero, tis worth obſerving with 
how much Addreſs He *has done it. I mean in ſuch a Way, as has a natural Tendency to 
intereſt his Readers in his Behalf, *Tis not the ſhrewd Ulyſſes, nor experienc'd .Ne/ftor, no nor 
the ſupreme Commander Himſelf, but the Heaven-favour'd Achilles, who ſummons this Coun- 
cil; and as He fummon'd it, He has re the Honour of opening it. Upon the whole 
I-do not know which moſt to admire, the Sublimity, or Conciſeneſs of Homer's Deſcriptions : to 
both which if we add that eaſy and natural Order in which his Ideas flow, join'd with a cer- 
tain unaffected but judicious Style which falls and riſes as his Subject varies, we have here 
an Aﬀſemblage of Beauties; each. of which muſt be carefully attended to by any Tranſlator 
who propoſes to do Juſtice to ſo maſterly a Writer. VVV 
(a) See Iliad, Book XX. lin. 451. compared with Book VII. lin, 81—83. 
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ON. HOM E R. 3 


The Speech of Achille es, in which OS the WW rong 0 fer 4 
Him by Agamemnon, He vous to ſheath his Sword: With 
the 8 Nac of Neſtor, when interpoſing between the two — | 


Iliad, Book I. Lin. 223. Porr's Verſion, Lin. 29 4. OPS 


NCE more in form of harſh Reproach the Chief 

Gor'd Atreus's Son, nor from his Wrath ſurceas d. | 
6 40 Thou with Wine o ercharg d! who bear f to View 1 oy 
A Dog's bold Eye; but with the Heart of Deer. phe 
Say, when to head for open Fight the Troops 5 ö 
Or mix in Ambuſh with the Prime of Greece | ws ee 
Haſt Thou cndur'd ? Be thy daſtard Soul N 
— Danger, and each brave adventurous Deed. 5 = : | 
Better belike fafe-marching through the Camp = 1 TY 
To fleece each Greek, that in full Council dars 
Breathe Freedom and thy lordly Voice oppoſe. | 
Devourer of the Flock! — and but thy Reign _ | O N 1 
O'er Slaves extends, Slaves to the Scourge inur'd, 7] 
Patient of Wrongs : this, 7518 had been thy laſt. $18 
But mark what T arreed Thee, and my Speech 
Shall with an Oath, that Princes binds, confirm. ils 
For by this Scepter, which can ne'er put forth" 


4 Deg*s bald Eye] His Deſign, ſays Euſlathius, is to repreſent Him * E os xv, Ferher 
* ws Sap, i. e. bold as a Do 57 but timorous as a Deer. 
e 


2 Or mix in Ambuſh with the Prime) The Ambuſcade being a perillous ize, we find 


the greateſt Men in the Army A undertaking it. Thus A and Ulyſ/zs commanded 
the Ambuſh placed before the Walls of Troy, Odyſſ. Book 14. bin, 470. And in the Wooden-. 
Horſe the main Body of the Grecian Princes were incloſed | | 


of dare Warts agel 


Agytiuy ' Teweo 0% Pore  X12% Oeeorles, Odyſſ. Book 8. lin, 512. 
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Green Leaf or Branch, ere ſince beneath the Axe 
$ On the high Hills its ſever' d Stock it left ; 5 
| But ſtript of all its Bark and Verdure i Ig 1 0 
Now by the Sons of Greece with State is borne 
A facred Badge! by Judges of Mankind 
And Guardians of juſt Laws, deriv'd from Fove : 
In this dread Form 1 ſwear, The Day will come 
(Heav'n knows how ſoon) when fainting Greece ſhall miſs 25 
Achilles from the Field; 3 nor find in Thee | 
( Maugre the Pangs that wring thy ſtruggling Breaſt) | 
The leaſt Relief; when. by great Hector s Arm l 
Whole Troops, like Corn beneath the Reaper's Steel, 
Beſtrow the Plain — e en let thy haughty Soul - - -__--- -- __-2& 
Then chafe, half frantic in her Grief, . to think We 
How the firſt Champion of the Hoſt has. ſhar' 3 
No Honour from thy worth - confounding Sway. 5 

80 ſpake the fiery Chief, and in his Wrath 3.4440) 
Down to the Ground his Scepter threw with Studds | hy 3 5 
o richeſt Gold adorn'd ; then all in F rowns 


On the high Hills its ſeuer d Stock] In the Original Ten, i. e. Stump, as Heſyebius well 
explains it. Not the Trunk or main Body of the Sapling 3 for chat was converted * the 
Scepter it, as appears fill further by that Claſs ; 

— * which can ne'er put mg: 


ben by great HeQor's 2 Thus our Poet prepares his hn for all thoſe ge | 
Plots which this gallant Trojan ſhould atchieve in the Sequel of the Action; and by this angie 


Confeſſion, which” He puts into the Mouth of his chief Antagoniſt, has done more in two ft 

three Words, than, if (with ſome leſs judicious Writers) He had laid out twenty or oy _ 

in Deſcription of Hefor's Perſon. ell might Horace make that RITTER 
EY — In medias res 

Non ſecus ac notas Auditorem rapit ——— 
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ON. HO MRR. 


His Seat reſumes. | To Him in Site oppos d 1, 
Arrides with like Heat intemperate glow d. 
5 This ſeen, up-ruſh'd the Pylian Sage (ſuch Zea! 
And anxious Fears had rous'd the Patriot Heart 
5 Of Meſtor in perſuaſive Speech well-ſkill d 40 
More Sweetneſs, than the Bee's ſweet Nectar yields 
Flow'd from his Lips: Two Ages of Mankind A adesds. 
Roll'd off that venerable Head had ſeen; 5.30 


5 This ſeen, upruſh'd the Pylian Sage] The Reflection which the learned Dr. Same} 
makes on this Phraſeology, deſerves our Notice: ** Ut in re magnd & periculoſa non placide af- 
ſurgentem uw fed prorumpentem ſenem queque, i. e He does not repreſent him as c or 
ſlowly] ri * ſo great and dangerous an Incident; but as bur/ting forth, notwithſtanding 

i he Doctor has given Camerarius the Honour of that -Cmticiſm 3- but I muſt ob. 
ſerye, in Juſtice to the Greek Scholigſt, that He has the Start of both. © o would blame, 
ſays He, an aged Pitot for a Hurry of Motion, when the Veſſel is in Danger? And had not 

grace the ſame in View? | . 07. THIFY 


| Inter Peliden feſtinat & inter Atriden. | e 
6 — in perſuaſive Speech well-ſtill'd] Before We enter on this Maſter-piece: of Eloquence, 
which our Poet is about to give us, I'll beg Leave to premiſe two or three Remarks. It is 
worth obſerving with how much Decency our Author has, here advanced from Nefor's Mouth 
his Superiority in point of Age and Experience. He aſſumes no Airs on this Occaſion. Not one 
Word of his own Wiſdom. He only affirms two or three unconteſted Facts; that He had the 
n in point of Years over either of the contending Chiefs; that He had acted in Con- 
cert with Heroes of former Times; and that with all their Preheminence above any in the 
preſent Age, they did not diſdain to be adviſed by Him; and of Himſelf He ſays mede/ily 
enough, that when fighting by their Side, was paxopm nar” maury dye, it, I exerted. myſelf to 
the beſt of my Ability, But when portraying the Proweſs of thoſe ancient Heroes, He lays on 
Coſt indeed : This being a Point of all others the moſt likely to impreſs his Audience. Here 
we have a Pomp. of Diction, and the frequent Return of the ſame forceful, Sounds upon the Ear ; 
Kagriret lu x emixlonur Trap arcews, | | +2 
Kayrs 0% i way, Kits x. ee N ole l N 
* - Onggw gr XwUyc; - | | \ 9:18 * 15 7 
1 need not add, that He refers in this Place to the Wars between the Zapithe and the Cen- 
taurs; in which the former were aſſiſted (as Plutarch tells us) by Theſeus the Athenian, But 
after all there is another, and perhaps ſtill greater Beauty in this 3 IT mean his frequent 
Tranſitions from one of the contending Parties to the other, like a Man endeavouring to tence 
in turn with both: To Agamemnon, fend ov ren To Achilles, pads ov anus) —— To Ag 
memnon again, a Ov & w —— and then returning back to Achilles, from whoſe Impetuo- | 
fity of Temper He had moſt to fear, He breaks out into one of the fineſt Strokes of Oratory= 
He becomes no longer his Adviſer but his Suppliant. And if it is a conſiderable Art in Per- 
ſuaſion to leave ſome agreeable Impreſſion on the Hearer's Mind; ſure nothing can be more ſd 
than that high Encomium of Achilles, with which He coneludes. | N 


C 


8 AN ESSAY. 
And both ſurviving; in the third He reign'd :. 
7 Who now, replete-with Wiſdom, thus began. 
«Ah me! the Grief (to my preſaging Thought eic 
How deep ?) which Greece thro all her States-.invades } |; | 
While Priam with big Joy, and Priam's Sons . 
Myriads beſides fubjected to his Sway | i Hack 
All-hail the News, - (ſhou'd it once greet: their * Beg 
of cheſe crude Scenes, inteſtine Wars commenc'd ll 
By Princes, of our Hoſt the Prime, nor leſs 

* In Council than in Fields of Death renown'd! 

Yet, O my Chiefs, let ſoſt Perſuaſion calm | Ar 
Find Entrance in your Breaſts; whoſe Vears with mine 55 
Compare not; and with Heroes I have mixt 15 | 
Greater than both; nor was by them diſdain d. PT 

When ſhall theſe Eyes (good Heav'ns! how vain t ads 

80 fond a Wiſh )- a new Pirithous ſee ? 

Or Him, beneath whoſe Conduct Armies mov'd, 60 
* Dryas far- fam d? Cizneus ? and Polypbeme 

Matchleſs on Earth? the ſwift Exadius force? 


7 Ihe now replete with Mi dom] Heſychius explains the Term here uſed by the Word pe, 

i. e. Wiſe or prudent; and our Poet manifeſtly uſes it in the fame * when applying it to that 
of War which Thoas adviſed, Bock 15. lin. 285. 

1 Council than in Fields] This double Compliment, which Ne/tor pays the contending Chiefs, 

Mou d not be overlook d; and the rather, as it __ be deſign'd to convey a tacit Rebuke of 


; doth for their Miſbehaviour in their preſent Counci 


* Dryas for-fam'd] This Dryas, as we are inform'd, was King do mtg More erat 


of Him, ſeems to have commanded a much larger B roops than any 
other; of theſe Confederate Princes * ives Him the ſame Ti b to Achilles 
and Hector, when beading the reſpective Forces of Greece and Troy. 


* Polypheme} The 2 my e don d, was a different Perſon (tho* of the ſame Name) 
trom Him in the Odyſſey, whoſe Eye Ulyſſes put out. He join'd afterwards the Flower of Greece 
in the Argonautic Expedition. 

1 — force] This Chief, according to Euſtathius, was one of the Lepit 4 too conſi- 

; Perſonage to be overlook'd by — * and after Hum mention'd by He/iod and Ovid. 
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Or Theſeus like th immortal Gods in fight 
Theſe were the foremoſt of the Sons of Men, D Ger ban 
Foremoſt in Might: ande with the mightieſt Race 8865 
Of Monſters in wild Mountain-thiekets breed 41 
They ſtrove, and with dread Feats of Arms oer thre w. ⁵ 


W. (if 

Aſk Ye my Fellows: of the War? to theſe, Se 251 Jrrin nA 
No leſs than theſe, from Pylos (not uncall' d. 7 2521) 
Tho' far remote) I-came and by their Side DH 570 ; 
Exerting my beſt Nerves; of Manhood fought/ 33 0 


1 < T4 > 


* 
— 1 = * a - * + 
Not the firſt Warrior of this Age witch them F SIgy <rmot 211 


- &# 
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In Arms wou'd cope: Vet their high Spirits dein d 
To hear my Speech; them ſoft Perſuaſion ſway'd, | 

And Counſel, which the nobleſt Minds fubdues. 553 
So Ye, ſince eounſell'd for the beſt, my Chiefs,” + 

Let milder Schemes prevail“ * Nor Thou, in Work 
Yet unreprov'd, rend from his Arms the Fair: AN 
But leave untouch d the public Gift of .Greece, - N Joni 
Due to the Toils of her young Heroe's pet 4 v5 80 


Or Theſeus like th' immortal Gods] Why does our Poet conclude this noble Period with that 
gallant Athenian ? Was it to intimate that He was the greateſt Heroe in the Liſt? or by an | 
Accuracy not unfamiliar to Homer, to intimate that He did not belong to the proper Body of 
the Lapithe, but join'd them in the preſent War? | * N 

„ Ner Thou, in Worth) Our Author bas hot inform'd Us, in what Senſe this Worth (or 
Goodneſs) ſhou'd be underſtood ; whether it be of the moral, or political, or military Kind: 
But it ſhou'd ſeem moſt natural to underſtand it in the Senſe o poſed to thoſe Reflections, which 
Achilles.in his Anger had thrown out, and which Nefor in Effect removes. 

Due to the Toils] T've here given the full Force of this ancient Term Yigas., "The Grecian 
Government being of the Democratic Kind, part of the Spoils was divided amongſt the Chiefs 
and Soldiery, and part by their joint Conſent ſelected for another Uſe ; T mean to do Honour by 
Way of Gift to military Worth and: Proweſs. And accordingly we find the Son of Achilles, 
upon the taking of Tre, had not only his Share of the Spoils in common with the reſt . 
alſo an honorary Gift from the Public, in conſideration of his great Exploits, as Ulyſſes inform 
that Heroe's Shade in the other World, | 2 23 road en 

eee, e det elde 10am en res C:. Odyſf. Book 11. J., e 


. 4 ; 1 
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Nor Thou, Pelide, wich ' King contend N 19 

Mark'd with — Grace above the . 223. plett 
Of ſcepter'd Hands by all- diſpoſing Jobe. Box nt fat! 
Brave as Thou art, and of a Goddeſs born; n ³ 
He ſhines fuperior, as in POW He fils 3833 
An ampler Sphere than thine O Atreus Son... 
Check your own Heat: Whilſt 1 ham Form. tl 6 

| Baw ſuppliant to the great HAobille Name. 
O may that Breaſt all Wrath beach; whoſe/ Mightt, 


| Like fome vaſt Bulwide/fainds between the Gral. 90 


| | | e 8 1 of «ante th | © 
And the dire Sweep of Mars deſtruQive Rage. 
2 I conan 4. | 


1 o » p 
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Helen invited ey Iris 40 aſcend the Walls of Troy. 
usa, Book UL. Lin. 121. Porr's Verſion, Lin. 16. 
RIS che while oommiſſion d from the Skies 
Bright Helen ſeeks; but firſt with: Aft! vine" 31 
The Form of fair Lade __ i T 202 0: zul 
Labaro to great Antenor's 8 
By Hymen join' d, faireſt of all * Es: 
Sprung from the royal Source of: Priam's Loibs. 


2 Tris the while} This Epiſode Tow its Beauty v ban univerſaAly — But tis not 

r Reader, that will diſcover the Fudgment with which our Poet 105 introduced it; not in 

be b of Action; but when there was à Ceſfation of Arms, and to fill up, if 1 may fo ſay, a 
of Time; I mean while the Heralds on either Side were difpatch'd with their reſpective 
nes to the Fleet and Town. Nor fhott'd-We 'ovettbok" that Ait of Gallantry, which the 
Grecian Bard has ſhewn upon this Occaſion. + The Queſtion to be decided was, which of the 
two mult be given up ? the Cauſe of Beauty? or the public Goofl? Our Poet muſt have ſin'd 
his Art, and violated the Juſtneſs of Characters, had He not made the Privy. Counſellors of 
roy declare in favour of the latter : But before He does it, He has put into their Lips one of the 
fineſt Panegyricks (in the —— Madam Dacier) that was ever pass d on Woman. 


= 


ON. HOMER, 
go chang d, the Queen within the Dome ſhe found; 
Where on her ivory Loom intent ſhe wove. ug 
A double Web; and o'er its radiant Fiel 
Full many a hard, but glorious Strife od win 
Of Greece and Troy ; dread Toils, which both ſuſtaind 
In her fam'd Cauſe beneath the Hands of Marr. 

Cloſe by her Side the Goddeſs ſtood and ſpakee. 


te Approach, dear Nymph; a wonderous Scene ſurvey. 1:2 S ] | 


Of yon vaſt Armies on the duſty Plain : 


Who erſt impatient for the Fight mov'd on * 
Laden with War, and Front to Front oppos d: ah tro. Agi 
But now, (all War diſmiſs d) in Silence ſtand; A 


| Each leaning on his Shield; by each his Spear 11 
Fix'd on the Ground: While in bright Arms enſheath d 
Paris and Sparta's: valiant King for thee 


Shall combate; and the happy Victor claim: _ - 47 

Henceforth thy long - diſputed Charms his Prize. Wes, - 

So ſay d, the Goddeſs in the Fair One's Breaſt 1 56 

* Who erſt i vs 25.61 
Laden 20 pay niet mov * ? : 

How fine a Centraft have we here between two Armies, one Moment ready for the En- 


ment, and the next exchang'd for the moſt unactive and pacific hy this artful 


amner, in which our Author diverſifies his Draughts, He not o abl res, but re- 
— the Mind; and by placing Pictures of ſo — ſite a Caſt pr Foy, ny ar fur makes each 
2 in ſo much the — Point of View. * believe there is not a Book in the Hiad 

but which may venture to be try'd by this Rule. And perhaps this is one Reaſon 
— omer's Battles, if taken as He deliver d them, never tire. He is ſo often ſhifting, his 


Scenes, and furprizing us with new and unexpected Events. — Not to obſerve how he ſeldem 


— — 5 Action without * Care to intereſt his Readers in the Parties 
concern 
Paris and Sparta's valiant King] Iris by this martial Charaer which the gives of Menelpiy, 


G already g the Way . which ſhe. ropoled to make upon Helen in bis 
avour ot but our Poet mig have a further Vi 


On 


eaſily aſſign, after having wi. — the enſuing Action. 
be 


ew; and which, the Reader N tl | 


— - —————_— - 


—. 
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20 AN DSSAY: 


Breath d ſoft and ſweet Deſires; which to her Mind 23 


Her priſtine Lord, her Country, and th Embrace 


Of Parents, all thrice-pleaſing Forms! reſtor d. ; 
Forthwith a ſnow-white Veil around ſhe caſt, 


And ifluing thence let fall a gentle Tear; 
Not unattended; of her menial Train. , _ 30 


Fair Clymene, and ſhe from Pittheus ſprung 


The captive 2#:hra her light Steps purſu me 


Swiit-leading to the Walls; where round the King * 100 
Lampus, and Clytius, and Thymetes ſat | 


High on the Tow'r, with Hicetaon once 33 


A Branch of Mars / * with Panthous, and * two | 
For Wiſdom fam'd beyond the reſt of Troy, 
HAntenor and Ucalegon — Theſe oer | | 


| The Scean Gates, all Seniors of the Realm 


Now fat, by Age: diſabled for the Field; - 40 


But in cloſe Council, or aſſembled States 

| The milder Pow'rs of Eloquence diſplay d. 

| Like Graſs-hoppers they ſcem'd, a feeble Race, 

Which on ſome Tree in Sylvan Shades retir d, 2 
Safe-perch'd from Danger all a Summer's Day 45 
j At Eaſe confer with ſweetly-ſlender Voice, ee 


— Panthous] This Panthous (for ſuch is his Name in Homer) was "Gus Father 


| of Polydamas, a Warrior fam'd for his Prudence in the /liad; and who accordingly is ſtyled 


Panthiides more than once by our Author; particularly Book 14. lin. 453. where he ſeems to 


| value Himſelf on Account of his Deſcent from fo great a Parent. 


s Which on ſome Tree] Such is the Import of the Original; and this Situation of Homer” 8 


| Tnſefts ſhou'd not be overlook'd, for a Reaſon which I need not give. The preſent Situation 
ef theſe — on the Walls of Troy ſufficiently explains it. 


— — 


ON. HOMER. 
Theſe, when they ſaw the matchleſs Fair advance, 
Their mutual Thoughts half-whiſpering thus expreſs'd. 
e Cenſure be dumb, tho' warlike Greece and re 
For this rich Prize ſore Strift of Arms endure | 350 
Full many a Day: no' earthly Form ſhe ſeems; 
But ſome celeſtial Goddeſs in our Eyes. j 7 
Yet be the Dame, . (howe'er divine her Charms, 


Port, Air, and Features) to the Seas reſign d; tit! M 
Before our Bane from this ſweet Source upſprings, e 


And to our Seed a long Entail of We. 
Preſcious of Ill ſo They in ſecret wei gd 
The Worth of Beauty with the Public Weal. 9 5 \ 4.148 
But the good Priam with a Father's Love 1 98 


All hail'd the Nymph, and thus indulgent cryd. 60 


The Engagement between Paris and Menelaus in ſingle Fight. 
Iliad, Book III. Lin. 340. Porz's Verſion, Lin. 423. | 

| HUS on each Side the Champion-Chiefs array'd d if 
In martial Pomp, forth- iſſu d with proud Step .-:+ 

War breathing, and with hoftile Looks ſevere 


* Thus on each Side] As our Poet well knew his Readers wou'd greatly intereſt themfelves ir 
this Action, *tis worth obſerving, with how much Accuracy He enters into every Circumſtance Wi 
belonging to it. There is nothing here that can be ſpared; not the leaſt Step, Poſture, or 
Turn of Body, which a Tranſlator can ſafely leave out; much leſs that Artifice by which He 
keeps Us in the utmoſt Suſpence, and raiſes our Expectation; partly when deſcribing in ſuch a 
Pomp of Language the previous March of the two Combatants ; partly when unfolding the 
various Incidents of the Fight itſelf ; above all, when repreſenting the Paſſage of the Greczan's 
Spear thro” the ſeveral Parts of the Trejan's Armour; and where, as in paſſing the Corſſet its 
— 4 was now abated, but the Danger increas d, our Author has here exhibited a moſt WW 
maſterly Specimen of that Beauty which fo often occurs in his Writings, I mean to change his MS 
Numbers and Pauſes as his Subject changes. A Beauty which ought never to be overlook'd by | 
his Tranſlators. Otherwiſe they may give Us indeed his Senſe ; but ſtript of all that Poetic 
Charm and Force, which ſtrikes with ſo much Efficacy on every judicious Ear. | 


114 
{| ö 16 
| $i 


l — 


_ 


With foul Return the hoſpitable Board. 
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In the dread Interval *twixt Hoft and Heſt 


(Not without Wonder rais'd in ally advanc'd ; 4 


| And now full high; within the meaſur d Space, 
-K6od brandiſhing their Speats ; * each Heart with Hate 
Inveterate, and warm tival Paſhons fwell'd. : 


Firſt Paris his long ponderous Weapon Fry | 


And ſmote Arider aple Orb: He finotes 
But found ſuch tough Reſiſtance 5 that the's peat gt 
Labouring to force the ſtubborn Braſs, there bent 


Her baffled Point. Next his fierce Onſet made 
(But with Appeal to Heaven's juſt Sire prefert'd) | 


| The Greek; and thus, in Act to throw, He cry d. 


« Give me, great Jove, (if injur d Rights may claim 
Thy vengeful Arm) full Victory; and lay | 


Y | Beneath my Lance thiAggreflor in the Duft. 


So ſhall this Deed to Ages yet unborn | 


Dread Warning yield; nor one bold Mortal date 
To violate ſweet F riendſhip $ Ties, and ſhame 


He faid, and his well-brandiſh'd Spear he ſent; 


Which greeted with ſuch Force young Paris Shield; 


Sheer thro the radiant Orb it paſe'd ; ſheer thro' 
Th' all-vary'd Corſlet wrought with Skill divine 


\ 3 
<4 A 


+ x6 


20 


235 


| > Bach Flows with Hate) Not Rage or Angers but a ſettled. Guder, or Hatred for lo the 


himſelf has determined the 7 of this Word, and expreſly diſtinguiſhes it from Anger, 


Book 1. lin. 81 and 82. So correct is Homer in all his Draughts whether relating to 


Mind or Body. 


Dread Warning yield] With how much Stren ngth has our Poet expreſs'd the good Effect 


propos'd by this Example ? tis not to reclaim from 
and Terror not | influencing a x few, but it extending thro' the whole Species, 


Il 


ce but to prevent it; and this 'y an Awe 


ON HOMER. 


+ Hard-bearing drove; now by th'unguarded Flank 
His Veſt dividing —— But. with dext'rous Speed 
Aſide He flinch'd, and jaſt eludes his Fate. 
Then his rich-hilted Sword aloft in Air 
Atrides wav d, and ſmote his Rival's Helm 
5 Full on the Front; when. lo! the treach'rous Blade 
Snapt ; all around in ſhiver'd Fragments flew - 
From his defenceleſs Hand; who mad with Rage, 10 
His Eyes uplifting to Heaven's Arch exclaim d. 35 
« And is it thus, ſtern Jove? What! thus betray'd?. -- 
I could have ſworn, thy Vengeance ſtood prepar d 
I' inforce my Cauſe; But in my Hand the Steel 
Breaks ſhort; and from my Arm unbleſt the Spear 
Falls harmleſs to the Ground. Then on his Foe 


40 
+ Hard-bearing drove ; now by th' unguarded Flank 1 Ts 
His Veft dividing] That Part of my Readers who are able to conſult the Original, will 
obſerve, how the Poet has deſcrib'd the preſent Action of the Spear with all the Weight and So- 
lemnity of a double Spondee and by the ſudden Break, or abrupt Kind of Pauſe in another Line 
baffles our Expectation which He had before rais'd of the Trojan's Death, who that very Inſtant 
ſaves Himſelf by the ſide-way Movement of his Body. r 
5 Full on the Front) Or frontal Ornament of the Helm, for ſo Euſtatbhius and the Scholiaſt 
have well explain'd the Word e; that Front, which Achilles mentions in his Speech to Patro- 
clus, Book 16. lin. 70. And therefore a was miſtaken” when he calls it the Cone; the 
Cone being a Protuberance of a tapering Form, round which the Plumes were inſerted ; as ap- 
pears from that Clauſe in the Deſcription of Achilles Plumes, 
— K yu Xo cp; 
The Horſe- Hair Creft around the Cone thick-ſet 


Dire-nodding, as He may'd — Book 22. lin. 316. And by the Way, Acbilles Helmet 
had four frontal ants, or as; tho? it had but one e or Cone; and that thefe Pax 
projected from the main Body of the Helmet, I infer from Book 13. lin. 132. The Ranks, ſays 


the Poet, ſtood fo cloſe, that the Helmets touch'd one another by their $a, or frontal Orna- 
ments, when the Head nodded. | 


6 — when lo! the treacherous _ Virgil, in his beautiful Imitation of this Deſcription, 
calls it the Perfidious Sword: But I choſe rather the Word '©* treacherous, as better "_— 
n 


that remarkable Roughneſs which the Greek Poet has given to his Verſe on this Occaſion. - A 

tho' there is ſomething more of the g g in what Virgil adds concerning the Fragments, 
that they glitter d on the Sand : yet after al 54 it was too trivial a . . to be taken 

Notice of in this Article of Danger. — Tis on the Danger alone our Attention is turn'd by 


Homer and I've ventur'd, as his Tranſlator, to keep cloſe by the Original. 


30 


| 
| 


_ Annes AWO 
Deſperate He ſprung ; and by the Helm faſt grip'd 
Him drew, {wift-turning to the Greeks; its Thong 
(Which under his ſoft Neck embracing ſtretch'd 


| -Cloſe by the Chin, with rich Embroidery gay) 


Half-throttling here. Now had the Spartan Chief 45 


| Borne off his Captive, and vaſt Fame acquir'd : 


Had not fair Venus, watchful o'er the Event 
Spy'd that Diſtreſs; ſhe flew, ſhe burſt unſeen 
The Bandage; a looſe empty Caſque ſhe left 
Submiſs to follow the mock'd Victor's Hand. 
This with a rapid Whirl the Heroe threw, _ 
And with Acclaim his ſocial Bands receiv'd 
Proud of the Spoils : then with freſh Onſet made 
(The Lance uprais d) ſwift ruſh'd He to diſpatch 
His recreant Foe : But Him the Goddeſs ſeiz d 55 
(Slight ſeems ſuch Toil to Pow'rs divine) and thence 
| Wrapt in a Veil of thickned Air obſcure, 
Conveys the panting Chief, from Danger far. 
Him foftly by the genial Bed ſhe plac'd : 
And heav'nly Fragrance all th'Apartment fll'd. 60 
7 —— then with freſh Onſet made] Nei this nor the f. ing Movement of Menelaus' 
Body 7 B 1 Grecke⸗ u ts — Notice 3 . — as both: gave 
Venus the fairer Opportunity of bearing off the Trojan — partly as the Spartan's Face was firſt 
tnrn'd another Way; and partly as from his making a freſh Onſer, it appears that He was now 
at ſome Diſtance from Paris; ſo far at leaſt as was neceſſary, that (by a Caſt from his Arm) 
the Helmet might reach the Greeks : tho' even thus it required no ſmall Exertion of Force; 
- which I've accordingly expreſs d from my Author in that Line, 
This with a rapid Whirl the Herce threw, 


Him ſoftly by the genial Bed] Homer is a Writer that pays great Regard to the Laws of 
Decericy, and I think He has ſhewn it here; for whatever Uſe Venus might intend ſhou'd be 
made of the enſuing Interview between Paris and Helen, She does not lay Him upon the Bed ; 


50 


but contents Herſelf with placing Him in the bridal Chamber, and then withdraws to introduce 
the Fair. Jui quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe— Hon. 


2 


ON HOMER. 


The Commencement of the Fight. 
Iliad, Book IV. Lin. 446, Pore's Verſion, Lin. 508. 


OW with dread Onſet ruſh'd each Hoſt; and now | 


In plated Braſs well-ſheath'd, encount'ring met TO 
Horrid Embrace! Each Targe emboſs'd now rung 
On adverſe Targe; and ſtorming Tumult roſe. "BY 
Then dying Groans, and Victor-Shouts were heard 
Promiſcuous — then deep-dy'd was ſeen to flow 

Th' enſanguin'd Plain. As down ſteep-ſloping Hills 
Two torrent Floods, from copious Springs ſupply'd, 
Deſcending, to Mid-Valley ruſh; and there 1 


10 
In ſome ſcoopt Hollow daſh th' encount' ring Streams | 


With hideous Shock, Shields, Spears, and manly Breaſts | 


. 


* As down ſteep-ſloping Hills] I need not inform my Reader, that the two Torrents ruſhi 


down their reſpective Hills, anſwer to the two Armies; that the large Founts from whence they 


are lupply's, ſignify the reſpeRive States of Greece and Troy ; and that the violent Encountering 
of theſe I orrents in one common Bottom (where our Poet by the Way uſes a Verb of the dual 


Number) is* a very ſtrong and lively Portraiture of the firſt Shock of charging Hoſts. And unleſs 
this Circumſtance is retain'd,. the main Point of the Compariſon is loft, and with that the 
chief Beauty of the whole. It muſt be own'd that Virgil, who in general keeps Homer in View, 


_ deviated from Him here; but for a very good Reaſon. For 'tis not the Sheet of Armies 


at Virgil is repreſenting, but the two Commanders in chief, each in different Parts carving 


his Way thro' the adverſe 


Troops. Here therefore we have no Meeting and Encountering of the 
Torrents ; but | e 


— i qua currunt | 
ie populatus iter — non 2 ambo 
neas Turnuſque ruunt. 


i. e. as Mr. Dryden renders it, 
They rowl to Sea with unreſiſted Force 


* 


neid. Lib. 12. lin. 525. 


(Of which by the Way not one Word in Homer, as being a Circumſtance both foreign and 


improper on this Occaſion) 


And down the Rocks precipitate their Courſe : 
Not with leſs Rage the Rival-Heroes take 


. . ; j A x 
Their different Ways. $--. 


AN 
Sr 


I've dwelt the longer on this Deſcription, as 'tis one Inſtance out of many of 


that prodigious |} 
Depth and Fulneſs, which will be found (upon cloſe Examination) in Homer's Similes. - 1 
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With hideous Shock impetuous; while the Swain 
Far off who tends on Mountain-tops his Sheep, 
| That deaf ning Sound receives: ſo join'd the Hoſts; 
Such were their mingled Cries, and wild Uproar. 
Firſt of the Greeks, Antilochus a Foe | 
I Laid proſtrate. His bright Lance he hurl'd, and reach'd 
A Chieftain in the foremoſt Rank that ſhon, 
Brave Echepolus from Thalyſes ſprung. | 
Full on the frontal Ornament ſublime E506 
Of his bright Helm it ſmote Him; and (all Fence 
From Art or Nature here oppos'd in vain) 
Deep- plung d within. Down dropt He like the Pile 
Of ſome vaſt Tow'r, whoſe Summit greets the Skies: | 
And Shades of Death thick hover'd round his Sight. "26 
| —* Him by the Feet, ambitious of rich Spoils 
[| He who commands the bold Abantian Bands 

Fierce Elephenor ſeiz d; and from beneath _ 
| A Cloud 'of Darts now drew the Corſe — Not long 
Held that Attempt ; for on th unguarded Flank, 30 
Afide his Shield while ſtooping o'er his Prey, 
| Struck brave Agè nor with home - thruſted Spear; 
frip the Skin in the Heat of Aon fem wo vx hi Prog againſt der impradent Cttom 3 
bad in general; but worſt of all, when obliged to draw the Corſe from beneath a Cloud of Darts, 
1 
Fre ee e ths rind Neg. without reering my 
n io that almoſt litera! Verſion, which Virgil has given of its concluding Line. 


8 —— cengreſi in Prælia, tetas s. 
Implicuere inter ſe Acigs, trgitque Virum Vir. Eneid. Lib. xi. lin. 631. 


15 
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| ON HOMER. 
And his ſtout Limbs unbrac'd. O'er this great Fall 
The Combate with redoubled Ardor glow'd. _ 
Trojans and Greeks, like ravenous Wolves oppos d, 
Infuriate flew, and with cloſe-grappling Rage 
Obdurate ſtrove ; and Man by. Man a 


th. 


* — 
. 


* * * cl. At et. 1 . A. — 2 — 


* The I dag | 2 * wy Andromache > the Sczan | | 
Gates, with his being n na Paris, and marching grow _— lf 
to the Field. #4 


Iliad, Book VI. Don 374. Pore 8 Veron, Lin. 472. 
OW when the Chief his ſpotleſs Fair in vain 
Had ſought within, He from the Portal's Spacde 


Her Train beſpake, Who firſt informs my Ear, N ö | 
Which Way, forth-iſſuing from our Roof, has mov'd 
Andromache ? If for ſome Siſter's Court, die Om 5 | 
Siſter in Blood, or nuptial Ties endear'd ? | + 4 + 1 7 


* The Interview, 8c.) We are now entering upon one of the moſt celedrated Epiſodes in the 
whole Iliad : Of which I wou'd remark in general, how it gradually opens and riſes upon Us. | 
J had almoſt ſaid, that whatever-paſles within Hector Houſe when in ' queſt of Andromache, is 
comparativel 7 peaking low, and conſequently ſo much the better Foil to the Interview itſelf at 
the Gates o or which Reaſon I've kept as cloſe as poſſible. to the Original, not un- 
miridful of that Rule laid down by Lord Roſcommon, in his Eſſay on er Verſe: 

Your Author always will the beft- adviſe, 3 170 at 
Fall when He falls, and when He riſes rife. | 


Nor ſhould it be overlook'd, that 26 thin veas the laſt Interview between Hector and his Wie, 
our Poet here takes Occaſion to let us into every Part of the Heroe's Character, and in, parti- 


cular that, on which his Fall depended — He fell a Victim (as He here prefag'd) to his Valour: 
or as She ſays of Him in another Place, | 

—— He ne er brood to fay | 1+43T "FONT UNA 

Where Numbers ſtreen; but far beyond the Line * 

Flew forward, and in force wou d yield ta none. 


2 Sifter i in Blood, or nuptial Ties endear'd} I ſee no Reaſon for thro wing on out this ma 
which Homer makes of Hefor's Siſters into theſe twa diſtinct Ties of Nature and M 


And the rather, as this reminds us of that pompous Circumſtance which our Author has Ink 
in his Deſcription of Priam's Palace, vix. the Apartments aſſign'd to his hfty marry Vos 
and twelve on the oppoſite 4 of the ſame Court * his — zughters. 1-4 eu 
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Or ſped perchance to Pallas Fane; where thronng 
Our beauteous Dames that Goddeſs to appeaſe | | 
| Found inauſpicious to the Arms of Troy? . > 
Hp and the Truth in nought from me conceal. 


* 
3 
* 
| 18 


Know then; ſince Hector Truth demands, reply d 

[| Their ſtem, She nor Siſters. ſecks this Day : 

Nor ſteer d to that dread Goddeſs, in whoſe, Fane 

Tb aſſembled Fair celeſtial Wrath appeaſe. 

| Soon as her Ear the baleful News had caught "SS 


of fainting Troy now ſore· beſet, and Greece 

{ High-rampant in the Field; ſtraight for the Walls, 
And Tower, whoſe Height the ampleſt Proſpe& gives, 
Wich wild diſtracted Gait and Air ſhe flew; _ L 2916 
| And charg'd with your right-royal Babe her Steps - 20 
The foſtering Dame attends. — She ſcarce had ceas d, 

When now freſh-fally'd, and his former Rad 

I 'Thro' Troy's wide Streets remeaſuring the great ( Chief 1 
Bent to reſume his martial Toils, drew near 1 55 | 
| The Scean Gates; (thro' them for Battle lily 223 
His deſtin'd Courle) no ſooner ſpy d, but ſprung 
Her Lord to meet Andromache s bright Form 2 

| Moſt lovely in the gay-plum'd Hecrtors Eye, 
And now ſtill lovelier ſeem'd in fuch Diſtreſs. . 


. > — there throng] Our Poet here uſes the preſent Tenſe, as the Action referr'd to is ſup- 
f pd yet to be over. The Dames of Troy were aſſembled in Palla“ Temple at the very 
| une in which Hector viſited his own Houſe ; and this Remark is the more neceſſary, were it 
| —— to juſtify that Heroes Conduct; for had this important Ceremony been now over, Hector 
| 


to do in Troy. Beſides it gives the Reader the additional Pleafure of conſidering 
ND was now tranſaQting behind on Scenes. 


—ͤ——6—4— — — 


— 4 — — 


an 


ON. HOME RN. 
That Nymph the Fruit of his illuſtrious Bett 30 
Action ſtyl'd; Action whoſe” proud Dome 
In Hypoplacian Thebe its Summit rear dd ji 
And o'er the Cilices, "a" Race bel ͤũ,ͥ 7 
By Mars, his Scepter firetch'd : * with many rene 7 271 
Brave Hector woo'd, and won the Fair deriv'd - — 388 
From this fam'd Source; who co ſens Ne Marks | 
And with Her brings on menial Breafts reclin d "tr AE 
Young Hector, whoſe" freſh orient Charms and Grace 1 
Unrival'd. with that ſacred Star might rie et ae 
Which crowns the ſmiling Morn :- Him at the Birth” | 
His Godlike Father had Scamandrius nam'd mf 
From Troy's chief Flood ; but the whole 22 da H 
Afyanax, in Honour of his Sire arg e 


2 


On this fair Plant when now the Heroe ard 

His fond Regards, with filent Joy He ſmil'd. 

But She, all bath'd in Tears within his Hand _ 
Her own faſt-lock d; and with ſoft plaintive Style 


3 — with many a Gift] The Term han 1rd being alike applicable (as the Greek Scholiaſt . 
obſerves) to Gifts coming the Lady's Parents and from the Lover, I've choſen. the latter, as: 
beſt erer of Hector's Affection, and moſt * e m EGS . * 22. * 

— i | "ew 


0 Ex u Heri, s eg ug A. | | 
i. e. He led her for the City of Troy, after having preſented Her with Myriads of bridal Gifts. 
+ Sole Bulwark of that War-beleaguer'd Toun] What an Idea does this give us of Heftor's, 


Importance to the Trojan State; He is not merely its Defence, but ſole De — all depend- 
ed on that * Life; and accordingly our Poet, when deſcribing th o $ LAGOS] over 


Hector's Fall, 


. e of Woe, as if all Troy 
Sunk from her lofiie/t Shire in WA Flames 


Was now no morg woos 


| 20 AN B88 AN 

At length the Burthen of her Breaſt diſclos cc. 
| © Unfortunately brave! Alaſs]! how ſoon 350 
Win thy own Virtues. lay thee in the Duſt? =P 
80 prodigal of Life! So bent thou ſeem'ſt - 
To urge thy Fate by moſt advent'rous Deeds 
| Mindleſs the while of this ſweet Babe, and Me 

I (Wretch that I am!) by ſome quick Stroke ordan d 5 5 
| Th'i ble Loſs of Thee to moum. H tity 1 
Ves, I foreſee, full ſoon (fo great a Prize 

Were that for Greece) ſhall their whole Strength combin'd 
Ruſh on thy ſingle Head; and what avails | 
Thy Valour to o'erwhelming Hoſts oppos'd?. 60 
| Good Heav'n forbid,” I ſhou'd ſurvive thy Fall! 


'5 Andromache”s Speech] It is ſcarce poi to unite more of the pathetic and artfidl in 
Speech than is here done. The, Patheti 


| one 
tic bolts out in every Line, but eſpecially in that Ad- 
dreſs to Hector, | | 14 22 


For ſay, dear Hector, Thou extinct, to me 

What new Reſource, what Solace in Diſtreſs, 

| And Taſte for Life remams ?. | CE | 
For, if I'm not miſtaken, the Word Yaaruen, will ſupport all theſe Ideas.) 


e 


9 


Wet Sire I had, beneath Achilles Arms — 
And ſpeaking of her Mother, when redeem'd from Captivity, ©  _ 
Once more fhe ſaw my Father's Roof; ſhe ſaw, 

Ad breath'd ber lat x pigs Doty 85 5 
And indeed nothing can be more affecting than this whole Detail, which She gives of the Ex- 
tinction of her own Family. But to find all theſe Relations as it. were reviv'd from the Dead, 
or rather ſtill /ub/i/ting in the ſingle Perſon of Hector, was a Stroke worthy of Homer's Pen: 

— All all at once enwrap'd 1 

In this one Life! He too in-Youth's gay Bloom © 

7B Stoeet Partner of my chaſt connubigl Bea! ig | {A 
And as to the Artifice, which She uſes to keep her Huſband not indeed within the City, (for 
that She knew to be impracticable) but as near to the Gates as poſſible, in order to enſure Him 
a ſaſe Retreat; nothing cou'd have been better contriv'd than that Deſcription, which She gives 
of what we may call the weak Side of Trey with the ſeveral Attempts already made on that 

Quarter by the 8 of the Greet Troops, and the beſt of their Leaders: | 

MP there moſt ſmooth th Aſcent, and there 


5 y 
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For ſay, dear Hecter, Thou extin& to me 
What new Reſource, what Holacs in Diſtreſs _ 
Or Taſte for Life remains? N ought then ſucceeds, | 
But endleſs Scenes of unabating Woe, 
No Father, and no gentle Mother near 
The Anguiſh of my wounded Saul to ſoothe, 
What Sire I had, beneath Achille Arme 
Late fell: and with Him fell our Thehe, a Town n 
| Thick-peopled, and with lofty Rampires fenc'd, - 
Nor wou'd the Greek (that generous Foe rever'd 
The royal State and Virtues of my Sire). 
Inſult the Slain, and his rich Armour ſeize : . 
But Him in his whole martial Suit array 
With funeral Rites He grac'd; and what sd 
From that ſad Pyre beneath a Tomb interrs; 
Round which the Wood-Nymphs from great Fove fee d 
Their Elms, a venerable Shade, uprais d. 
There ſev'n brave Brothers too I call'd my own: _ 
All in one Day by that wide-ſlaughtering Hand 
Down to the Shades diſmiſs'd] Them He ſurpriz d 
When guarding our fair paſturing Beeves ſecure. 
And for the ſacred Mould which gave Me Birth '- e 
Was She not hither in proud Form convey'd ed 
A Captive Queen ? Part of the Victor's Spoils. . - 
Herſelf | whoſe Sway, before theſe Frowns of Fate, 
Far ſtretch d thro' Hypoplacia's Sylvan Soil. 


| 


22 
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AN BESSAYT” 
True is, at length with boundleſs Sums redeem'd 


Once more She ſaw my Father's Roof; She ſaw, 

And breath'd her laſt (ſo tranſient was that Bliſs l) 90 
| By one ſwift Shaft from ſtern Diana's Bow. | 

E But thou — O Hector ſpare but Him, ye Gods 

Then Father, Mother, Brothers, all to Me 

[ | Methinks ſtill live; all, all at once enwrap'd | . | 
If In this one Life! He too in Youth's gay Bloom 95 
If Sweet Partner of my chaſt connubial Bed. - 

| Now then let ſoft Compaſſion touch thy Soul 


For Me, and this young Pledge ; (what are we both 


Of Thee bereft ?) Here at the Tower await 


Th advancing Greeks; and by the Fig-tree poſt 100 


Vour Troops; juſt Station. From that Side in chief 


Frowns Danger on our Walls, here leaſt ſecur d 
By Nature; there moſt ſmooth th Aſcent, and there 


On the full Run the Foe's Acceſs to Troy. 


And thrice :h% Way, already have the Prime 105 
Of Greece made Onſet, round th. Ajaces Lead 


and by the Fig- tres pet] This whole Piece of Scenery reminds me of an ingenious Re- 
mark made by the Author of the Enguiry into the Life and Writings Houkx, * Who but 
the Man that had wander'd over that delightful Plain, that had view'd the Bendings of the 


| Coaſt, and every Corner of the Fields, could have deſcrib d br feign'd the genuine Marks of 


it: The Tomb of Dardanus, the Springs of Scamander, the Banks of Simiis, the Beech-tree 
(and Ill make bold to add from this and the 22d Book, the wild Fig-tree more remote than the 
former from the Scæan Gates) with other Circumſtances that diſtinguiſh the Environs, 
and enrich his Landſkips ? Other Writers before they deſcribe an Action that happen'd in any 
Plate, firſt deſcribe the Place; Homer mentions his Places with an Appearance of Certainty, as 
already ſubſiſting and already #nown : He does it almoſt in the Manner. of an Hiftorian, and 
leaves you to pick. up a: more particular Knowledge of them from the Circumſtances of the 
Action to which they belong.” May not We ſay, that his Speeches by this Means become more 


natural and ſtriking? Wou'd. the Reader ſee (or rather feel) the Force of this Remark, he 


need only compare Eneid. Lib. 2. lin, 713. with the preſent Paſſage. An Enquiry, &c. p. "+, 
$ oun 
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ON HOMER 

Round Crete's fam'd Monarch, and high Atreus Sons, 
With Him that drew from Jydeus Veins his Blood. 1. 
Whether ſelf-· prompted: or ſome Prophet's Voice 
Has :hither turn d their Heaven - directed Arm. 110 
She ceas d; and thus th' undaunted Chief reply d. „ 0 

« Nor is my Heart a Stranger to theſe Caves” £1 418 512 
Which crowd thy Boſom; | T' confeſs them all. 
But here too dwells an honeſt Shame, that fers 
Troy's Sons and Daughters; a right-generous Breed. 115 
How ſhall I ſee one Trojan Face? How meet 
Thoſe princely Dames, who with long: flowing Robes 
And ſweet Applauſe oft hail'd me from the Field 8 
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With Fame return'd ; if now degenerate grown | 
I ſtand aloof from Danger, and indulgeg 120 
Moſt daſtard-like a lingering loitering 3 ve oi ball 
Beſides my Soul that Thought diſdains, inur d 18: K 
Long fince to dare, to act the Warrior- part, Ni Rfα 
And join the foremoſt of the Battle's Rap 7 K es 
Fir'd with a juſt Ambition to augment 4 
At once my Father's Glory, and my own. © 125 
For this full well my boding Heart foreſees 


7 — or ſome Prophet's Voice] This is too material a Circumſtance to be omitted, I meat! that 
the Will of Heaven was convey'd. in its proper Channel, by. the Lips of a Prophet or Diviner 3 
like that Revelation made to — Himſelf it Wn; * following Book, by the Mouth of Helens 
the Trojan Seer. : 

78 Hector Speech] Our Poet had before given us the moſt amiable Idea of Achilles? Charaftes a 
from the Mouth of Andromache; and now He enters upon that of Hector. And what an Af- 
ſemblage of Graces have We here? the kant Soldier, the vigilant Commander, the tender 
Huſband and Father, the affectionate uke, and all crown n'd with that 12 e wn. 
breathes forth in thoſe Lines, | 

Fir'd with a juſt Ambition to augment c 11 
At once my Father's Glory and my own | 
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The Day will come, when high- fenc d Troy, tho buile”) 
By Hands divine, muſt fall; fall Priam — 

| He, and his People blended in one Fate! 

| *Xct, truſt Me, not high Legs lamented "hi 
Nor Hecuba, nor Pram royal Head. * 
Wich all my Brethren dear (braye as a: It 21 2014 5 

| | All pre-ordain'd to gorge the Gredian 8 word 77 
so moves my Soul, as thy dear ſingle Selle 
1 Borne off a Captive. to far-diſtant Climes,'- 135 
Streaming with Tears; belike to Argos Shores em: 
| There forc'd' beneath ſome haughty Dame to ply - 
| The Loom laborious, and (with baſeſt Toil 
Aſſign d Thee) from Maſſeis-Fount to fill N 
The ſervile Urn, or Hypereid's' Springs 1240 
And ſtruggle with a Weight of Woes in van. 
Then haply ſome proud Greet o er thy Diſtreſs, 

« See, Hector's Wife! He, who in Fight ſurpaſs d 
The braveſt of Troy Breed, in that ſam d War, 145 
When Greece hard- preſo d the deſtin d Gates of Trey. 
So He freſh adding to thy Stock of Woe ley lot sid: 107 


19 Yet truſt Me, not high Troy's lamented Doom] Is it poſſible to conceive à more ardent Af- 
fection than what Hector pr for Audromache ? He aſſures Her, that neither the approach- 
ing Fate of his brave and gallant Brethren ; nor that of his venerable Parents; no nor the Fall 
of his Country itſelf, 10 mov'd his _Soul, as the gr r of her Captivieys's and State of 

MY Jani ih wks u ove 3 | 
De braveſt of Troy Breed — (LM again is oaths Particular of too 5 a Kind 
to de caſbier d; for it aggravates the Diſtreſs ; when We ſee, not the Wife, or Relict, of ſome 


inferior Chief; but of the firſt and brave in fo great a Kin gdom reduc'd to this State of Ser- 
vitude and Labour, | $ 


—— 
—— 
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ON HOMER, 


The greater for the Want of this one Arm 


No longer able to ward off thy Fate. 


— But may pil'd Earth (O grant me on Gods!) 


Firſt cover my whole Frame, or ere the News 
Of thy dread Seizure by the Victor's Rage, © 
And unavailing Cry. ſhall reach this Ear. 
So having ſay d, th illuſtrious Chief war-fam d 


Stretch'd forth, t indulge a Father's Love, his Arm, 
And claſp his beauteous Babe: But He with Cries 
Back ſhrinks; more fafe within the wonted Sphere 
Of the fair Zone, that grac'd his Nurſe's Cheſt. 


So much the martial Aſpect of his Sire 


Wrought on his Fears; nor leſs the Brazen Flo, 
And the dire Nodding of its Horſe-hair Creſt. 


— > 4 1 * 
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Pleas'd with that falſe Alarm each Parent . 


Forthwith from off his Head the Warrior takes, 


And to the Ground his radiant Caſque reſign d. 


A gorgeous Load: then with a warm Salute 
Cloſe-preſt He the young infant Heroe's: Lips 


Shook in his Arms; — and to high Jove ſuprenmm 


A Soldier's Prayer addreſſing, thus He ſay d. 


„ Great Jove and each immortal Pow'r beſide | 


Grant, this my Boy may like myſelf excel! 
With Proweſs fill' d; nor in his Father's Right, 


'* Of the fair Zone] In how artful a Manner has our Port en paſſont Jang Juſtice to this | 


Trojan Lady's Elegance in point of Dreſs ? 


— * A N 
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12 Nor in his Father s Right) I flatter myſelf to have enter'd into the full Force of our Author's 


gallant Heroe wiſhes ſomething greater than a Crown 


Sentiment here. The Crown muſt haye deſcended to "I in * a Py: but this 
or his Son. wou' ave Him in his 


| 26 AN ESSAY 
But in his own reign Hero-like o'er Troy. 
O may applauding Crowds, when He returns | 
From foughten Fields, and bears the bloody Spoils a 
Of his ſlain Foe, with joint Acclaim confeſs, . wig ne 248 
„How the brave Son by far tranſcends his Sire 
While ſharing that bright Fame his Mether's Heart 
{ With conſcious Pride dilates, and rapturous Joy. | 
So ſay d; the Princeſs from his Arms receiv'd, 
And in her fragrant Boſom lodg'd the Babe, 180 
| Sweet ſmiling; yet. amidft thoſe Smiles let fall 
A ſoft and ſilent Tear. — Her Lord (that ſeen) 
Wich Pity mov'd, her ſnowy Neck athwart 
Way 'd gently his fond Hand, and footh'd her Grief. N 
Let me conjure Thee, ceaſe this vain Diſtreſs, #35 
| Theſe over-anxious torturing Cares for Me. oy Ire 
Fear not, thy Hector ſhall by any Arm 
Fall premature, nor reach the deſtin d Bound. 
— But for the e — the Coward and the Brave 26 
Here ſhare alike ; tis not in mortal Pow'r L A 
Howe' er decreed a Mortal's Fate to ſhun. eie e 
' own Perſenal Worth obtain a till better Title to this Preheminence of State than by mere natu- 
nal Succeffion. And a few Lines after pleaſes Himſelf with the Thought, not that his military 
Fame ſhou'd equal, but by far. tranſcend his Father's. I'm not willing to diſmiſs this Prayer of 
Hector without ſubjoining, in Honour of our Engliſh Poetry, a Paſſage of Shakzſpear, which for 
Strength at leaſt may rival it; wanting that Softneſs and Delicacy with reference to the 
conjugal Relation, which Hector diſcovers in his inimitable Concluſion. © The Paſſage I have 
in View is that Prayer, which our Dramatic Writer puts into the Mouth of Coridlanus upon a 
| fimilar Occalion, | 1 
. — May the God of Soldiers 
With the Conſent of ſupreme Jove _—_ 
yy Thoughts with Nobleneſs ; that Thou may'ſt prove 
e To Shame in vulnerable; and ſtick it Wars, 
Like fone great Sea-Mark, flanding every Flaw, 


, — 


ON HOMER 27 
Now then retire Thou; and with thy fair Train | 
Let female Works, the Diſtaff and the Loom 
Thy gentler Hours divide: Leave War to Men. 
Such arduous Taſk to Troy's high-mettled Sons + 1+. "a4 
Belongs in common, and in chief to me. N 
He ceas' d, and ſtraight his tow'ring Helm replac'd 
Thoſe Warrior-Brows o erſhadowing She ſubmiſs 
Slow-parted ; ſlow with oft-reverted Eyes 


Loth their dear Object to forgoe, withdrew r 200 
In Tears, a plenteous Stream: At length She reach d 


Great Hector's Seat: there, with her Virgin Train 
Around Her throng d, She gave a Looſe to Woe. 2 
Each caught the ſpreading Grief: Thus Hector _ — * 
'3 Iry his oπN, Palace, yet alive, bemoan'd; '-' + 205 
And funeral Cries through all the Dome reſound 5 +44] 
That Palace doom'd (ſo judg'd Deſpair) no more 
From Grecia's Arms to hail its Lord's Return, | 4¹³⁸ 
Nor Paris now the high- roof d Court ſecure W 
Held ling' ring, ſunk in ſoft inglorious Eaſe: 210 
But in rich Arms array'd, clate He moves | | bs 
Swift for the Field. As hen ſome gen'rous Steed 
Grown fluſh'd with Grain , impatient of the Stall 


17 Tn his own Palace] I ſhall make no Apology for retaining this excuiſitely ſoft and moving | 
Circumſtance, Hac quidem ententid nibil ungiam fruit ad commovendos Hedtus neque excogitatum 
exquiſitins neque elegantiùs diftum. Clarke Ed. Thad. Vol. I. p. 194. 

14 Nor Paris now] Shou'd the Reader conſider this ſprightly Scene in Connexion with the 
former, he'll find here a freſh Inſtance of that artful Manner in which our Author perpetually 
diverſifies his Draughts, Paris was in general too indelent a Warrior, tho' now, re-entring the 
Field with a Spirit not unworthy of that noble Simile, which our Poet 8 in another Book 
(without the leaſt Variation) to the firſt Champion of Troy, 2 
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128 IAN LAS AY. 
| Snaps the tough Band; with many a ſportive Bound 
if Acroſs the Plain that ſhakes beneath his Joy, | 215 


F 
11 
| 
| 
: 


'* All-glorying to his wonted Bath He flies 


There in full-flowing limpid Streams to lave 
[ | His ample Cheſt ; and bears his Head on high : 
On either Shoulder his fair Mane diffus'd | 


Luxuriant plays; while in the Pride of Youth, 220 
And conſcious Senſe of each attractive Charm, 

His Joints ſwift bear Him to the neighbouring Meads, 

And Paſtures of the Mares: With equal Joy 

The Prince exulting from 'the Fort deſcends 

In Armour, which out-blaz'd the Lamp of Day. 225 
F'er yet his Brother-Chief had turn'd his Steps  -/ 
From where Andromache's Heart · moving Speech 
That Hour beguil'd, gay Paris on full Wing 


"5 Snaps the tough Band? The Poet does not fay, the generous Courſer ſſipt or znbound his 


Cordage: But by an Act r of the utmoſt Impetuoſity and Vigor, he broke it: A Cir- 


cumſtance too material for Virgil's Judgment to overlook 
Qualis ubi abruptis fugit præſtpia Vindis +, | 
Tandem liber equus 7. e. as Mr. Dryden renders it, | 6X. 
| Freed from his Keepers thus with broken Reins —— Eneid. Lib. X1. lin, 492. 

16 All-glorying] Partly in the Conſciouſneſs of his own Powers, and partly in that Releaſe 
from Confinement, which they had now procur'd Him. In this and the following Nate We have 
an Inſtance of the bold and aſpiring Style of Poetry ; it gives Life, as it were, to Stones, Reaſon 

to Brutes, and I had almoſt ſaid, Divinity-to Men. F n 

#7 — and conſcious Senſe, &c.] In the Original a errobuc, i. e. confiding in his Beauty, 


Splendor, Vivacity, and whatever other agreeable Property is included in this comprehenſiwe 


Word. The Author of the 86th Guardian, when conſidering that pompous Deſcription which 
Fob gives of the Horſe, in Contraſt with the Pagan Writers, has the following Remark : 
« Whereas the claſſical Poets chiefly endeavour to paint the outward Figure, Lineaments and 
Motions ; the facred Poet makes all thefe Beauties to flow. from an inward Principle in the 
Creature He deſcribes, and thereby gives great Spirit and Vivacity to his Deſcription. Among 
the Inſtances of this Kind, which He cites from Job, we have the following: - He rejoiceth in 
his Strength — He mocketh at Fear — He ſaith among the Trumpets Ha, Ha. There may be 


- fome Truth in this Criticiſm, if apply'd to Virgil. But I ſhou'd have thought, Homer has thrown 
enough of Mind, Spirit aud Cone Him 


iouſneſs into his Deſcription to exempt Him from it. 9 
| er- 
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ON HOMER, 29 
O'ertakes Him, and with courtly Style began. 
66 My Sloth, dear Leader, has tranſgreſs d the Bounds 230 
Which Reaſon, and your Summons to freſh Arms | 


Preſcrib'd me: Hal ſhou'd my ill-tim'd' Delag ] 
Have kept the Godlike Hector from the Field 
« Not He whom that fair Reaſon fways, reply d | 
The Gen'rous Chief, can tax thy Works in Fight. 235 
No in- bred Force and Valour wanting here. 1; 2101176 77 a 
No; not in Powers, ſweet Paris, but in Will 4 
Lies your Default: Tis Will umbrac d, a Mind 
Half. loſing its juſt Tone; How have I chaf d. 
Oft as I heard, the flouting Sons of Troy © 717-432. 283 
(Hard-wrovght long ſince in your Defence} arraign / - 
Thy Indolence for Arms? But with joint Zell! 
Now march We; and in Pledge of future Peace, n bak 
Truſt Me, all Cenſure ſhall be fairly drown'd 


In Liberty's rich Bowl (if cer bleſt Jove - 2200848 
That cordial Draught vouchſafe) the Bowl to Him 3 bnl 
And every Gd for glad Libation fix d, 

In Thanks for their confederate Aid and Greece n 
Chac'd from our Coaſt by Troy's victorious Spear, > -=739 4 


For glad Libation fix'd] Alluding (as Dr. Clarke well obferves) to the Frame” or Baſis 
on which this Goblet was placed; which Baſe for that Reaſon the Ancients call'd vroxgyrugs, | 
Theſe Minutiæ ſhould not be judg'd beneath a Tranſlator's Notice; otherwiſe He defraudy 
his Readers of one great Pleaſure, which they propoſe to themſelves by converſing with ſo ac- 
curate a Deſcriber of antient Cuſtoms, as Homer is univerſally allow'd to be. 274% 908 
's Chac'd from our Coaſt] Does not our Poet ſend Hector into the Field with a Speech not 
unbecoming the Chief Commander 'of his Country's Forces ; a Speech which almoſt diſſipates 
every Fear rais'd in the preceding Scene; and has a natural Tondengy to infuſe a Portion of his 
own public Spirit, Zeal, and Vigour into the Breaſt of his Brother- Warrior? 


Xs 
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30 AN ESSAY: 


The Retreat of Ajax from the Fi * ia 
Iliad, Book XI. Lin. 52 I, Pory's Verſion, Lin. 643. 


NMI AN time r from Hector J Car 
Spy d Troy's Diſtreſs, and thus his Chief re di 


« Hector, whilſt here on th utmoſt Verge of F ehr 
We charge the Foce; 101 yonder all confus d | 
| | Both Warriors and War-Steeds i in Diſaray 11 3 tt 
Promiſcuous are deep-plung'd; nor can faſtain 
| Th o'erbearing Arms of _ and at her Head 
I well deſcry by his broad Buckler known -, 
| Great Aar wild Career. That Way our ky . - 
| Forthwith We'll bend; where Slaughter rages moſt, | 6. 
| Tho mutual ; where fore Strift of Arms invites; 
And unextinguiſh d Clamour mounts the Skies. 8 

He ceas d; and ſtraight the ſounding Laſh apply d. 
Prompt to ho Call the fair-man'd Courſers flew ; 3 
| And that dread Car acroſs the Field of Death, 
| Ofer Shields, and Helms, and helmed Heads of Slain | 
Proud-trampling bore : Her Axle all below - | 
Deep-dy'd with Blood ; 3 with Blood the Chariot's Frame; 3 


Hector, whil/t here] What Cebriones intends, ; is to nod Hector to P the Scene of 
Acdion: And He has couch'd two Arguments in a few Words; the one, that He was now en- 
gag'd only in the Stirts of the Fight; and the other, that his Troops, though not diſcomfited, 
were yet greatly diſtreſs d, and thrown into Confuſion from another Quarter: as I infer from 
| the Degjaning of the Speech compar'd with that Clauſe ae o] 
| Where Slaughter rages maſt, 
Though mutual ; where ſere Strift of Arms invites ; —— 

| 2 Prompt to whoſe Pn] The Poet does not make: theſe generous Courſers wait till they felt 
| 4 Stroke. They flew, ſays He, at the firſt bearing the Sound. 
i» 3 With ed the Chariat' Frame] In the Original arrvys. Theſe were two embow'd or ſemi- 

— | * ve Seat on eyery Side, except from behind; where I think 
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ON HOMER. 

Part from the ſpurning Hoof with Drops beſmear d 
Part from the whirling Wheel: While He intent 
The hoſtile Ranks to break, fierce Onſet made; 
And ſpread Confuſion thro' the Hoſt of Greece. 
Slight Pauſe found Ze&or's vigorous Arm that Day ; 117 
Ws in ill vorn a Forms of Combate. plies — [ «cn 
d 1 Ly 
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Rank after Rank : vet cautious he declin d 
Freſh Conteſt with the Telamonian Spear. | 
—— But Heaven's all-ruling Sire Himſelf infus'd © 


Strange Pannick in great Ajax Breaſt. He ſtood. ' + 
Aſtounded — In Amaze behind him threw r. « 


The ſeven- fold Shield's Defence: Now here bis E ye... 
Now there wide-roving caſts : Vet in Retreat, 
Like ſome grim Lyon, on th' advancing Foe 
Oft turns; and with flow lingering Steps withdraw. 
As quits the Beeves denſe Stall late cloſe-beſieg'd d ax 
That fiery Beaſt, by hardy Swains repuls d, + 
And their confederate Maſtives ; whoſe joint Watch 
(Guiltleſs of Sleep thro' Night's long Reign chef ie 
Baffles his Aim, and eager Thirſt of Blood: ee 
Oſt He th' Aſſault with open Front renews. e 


* 1 
- C * * * 
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a Gap was left- open for the Convenience of aſcending or deſcending. Thus our Poet ſpeak- 
ing of Juno's Chariot, ſays, 11 „ OS 
— Force J. 1 r 00. avTvYer; tos. Lib. 5 lin. 728. 
And We find Achilles aſcending his Car from behind, Book 19. lin. 397. 
Part from the whirling IVheel] How clear and diſtint are Homer's Ideas amidſt all their 
Impetuoſity and Fire? Nor does He ſay that the dead Bodies c/og'd the Wheels: but on the 
2 ſuch was their Rapidity, that they aſſiſted the Horſe's Hoofs in beſpattering the moſt 


— — 


174 
ll „e as oft oppor dz 
| *Fhick-ſhower all-round him from bold Hands diſnitd 
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Their pointed Darts; and (what ſtill more appals 
| Than Darts his Soul) the brandiſh' d Torches' Blaze. 

iT ir'd out at kbgth, (* no ſooner Dawn appears) . 
1 He; 3 and in TROP State retires. 
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Hector forcing the Greek Entrenchments. 
Iliad, Book XII. Lin, 445. Port's Verſion, Lin. 537. 


Ponderots Stone ( before the Gates that flood) 
Bold Hector ſ{eiz'd ; twas broad and groſs below, ws 1 
Above ſharp-pointed : Net the ſtouteſt Twain 

Such as our Times produce, but with hard Toil | 
Wou'd that huge Maſs off from the Floor upheave, 3 
But He alone { fo light th' enormous Weight 3 

By. Jove's high Will within the Heroe's Hands) 

Cou'd brandiſh it with Eaſe, As when the Swain 


5 No ſooner Dawn es) It was no haſty Rats; but after He deſpair'd of Succeſs by 
the Return of Dawn, I wou'd not willingly find more m * in Hamer, than Him- 
Jelf intended: Vet as to the Counter- part of this Simile, may We not venture to ſay, what the 


Appearance of Light was to the endanger'd Stall, that Hector's Preſence was to his diffreſſed 


Troops? Theſe * Beauties, if I may ſo call them, are not unuſual with the greateſt 
Writers. Thus in that Simile which Milton borrows from the landing Corn, the careful Plow- 
man fearing ng for his Crop, is the Angel Gabriel, who is ſollicitous for the Safety of Adam and 
Eve. Paradiſe Loſt, Book 4. lin. 982. 

Hector i arcing] This being an Action of the laſt Importance, Our Poet dwells upon it: 
and ſo muſt We, if propoſing to taſte the Beauties of this inimitable Piece of Painting, Scarce 
a ſingle Mord, much leſs a Thought of. Homer's can be given up: Whether with reference to 
his Deſcription of the Stone itſelf, or the Ob/tacles which it is intended to ſurmount; and leaſt 
of all any thing relating to the Station, or Mhvement, or Attitude of the Heroe's Body ; whe- 
ther in order. to diſcharge his Weapon to the beſt Advantage; or after He had forced and en- 
ter'd the Gates; when He turns Himſelf to his Troops, and gives the Command to follow, 
-.* — befare the Gates that ford] He does not ſay (as is uſual) that it ay: but ſelecting a 


oN HOMER. 
Bears lightly in one Arm * a Ram's rough Fleece: 
80 He that Rock right omward to the Planks, 
Which in the midſt thoſe. lofty Gates ſecur d 
Cloſe-join'd and. ftrong: two maſly Bars within 
Held fure the whole, * and anſwering to conan: 
Gave mutual Aid. The Chief, when now arriv'd, - 
Stood near; then with diverging Step fix d firm, 
And his whole Force impreſs'd (ſince no vain Caſtt 
Here meant He) that ſtout Barrier- fence He ſmote bat 
Full in the midſt; — each ample Hinge gave * | | 
Each Door reſounding, as the Stone within 
Impetuous fell; nor cou'd the ſolid Bars TE 
Suffice ; but (with the Planks cut ſheer in twain). ; [ 
Flew diverſe at the Stroke. — In-ruſh'd the Chief © { 
Gloomy as Night: all-glittering in dread Arms UL 2 


* A Ram's rough Fleece]. He choſe, ſays Euftathius, the Coat or Fleece of the Male, pa 


as being the largeſt of the two, and partly as by its rougher and, more unſightly Aſpect it ae 
beſt the Complexion of the Stone. 


3 — and anſwering to one Key] Our Author explains Hioiſelf more at large, Oak Zi. 21 | 
tin. 47. where He ſays of Penelope, that See a 


.  w— ci dexterous Aim 
Right onward drove th' impu < a>. —— _ Stroke 


7 . 
Values with bellowing — 4 | 


* 2% - * 


— 4 


"Tis no Wonder if at this Diſtance of Place and Time we are at 8 Loſs TER every Parti- 
cular with reference to the Gredan Lock and Key: But thus far, I ſhou'd think, is clear 
enough from Homer's Account; that the Key was not turn'd in the Lock, but driven. EE | 
and conſequently - the Wards were an after-Invention, Nor have J as yet, upon ſtrict elt En- IE 
quiry, a full Satisfaction with regard to theſs Planks : — That they were diſtin&t from the wt * 
themſelves, and added for their further Security, and apply d to them about the middle, is 


evident from the preſent Place compar'd with that Clauſe in the — 9 Book 18. 
lin. 275. (in Conjunction with Book 12. lin. 121.) 5 


WS 1071 


T- . i. cada bs *.. rng ag e——_ | ; | | 
And from that Command: which Priam gave to the Guards not to let th their * Hold of the 1 


Gates while his routed Troops were pouring into the City: But when enter' d, to apply 6 8 
[or upon] them the Plans. Upon the whole, as here was a . W Hecber knexu 


that by forcing theſe, He. muſt 2 the ow 8 


. . 


5 o 
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Which ſheath'd his gallant Limbs: Each Hand protends 

A pointed Lance; and from his. ardent Eyes 2238 
Thick Lightnings flaſh'd : What Pow'r cou'd then have check'd 

| {Short of th' immortal Gods) his fierce Career? 

Swift-turning to his Troops, . Now paſs the Wall, 

The Victor cries; They at the Word inflam'd,, _ 

Part mounted the high Wall; part in a Tide 30 

Pour thro' the ſpacious Gates. The Greeks diſpers d 

{ Fled to their Ships; and endleſs Tumult roſe. 


„ 


1 * "SI — 1 32 "I 


Neptune's rallying the Greeks. 
_—_ | Book XIII. Line 10. Fern Verſion, Lin. 17. 


OR his ſtrict Watch that inſtant held in vain 

The Sea's great Monarch (who his wat'ry Realm 

Had left) high-poſted on the utmoſt Height 

Of Samothracia's Sylvan Brow ; - whence ſeen 

In Proſpect clear, all Ida roſe; all Troy 9. 
With Heav'n-built Ramparts grac d; and Argos F "EM 
Her Prows thick-rang'd in Order by the Main. 

Here as He fate, his Eye ſurvey'd the War, 

And Movements of the Fight; much pitying Greece, 
Which - crouch'd that Day beneath the Dardan Spear: 10 
Nor deſs his Soul at partial Jouve incens d. 8 

| Down the ſteep Summit ſtraight He ruſh d: the Hills | 
Wich all their ſhaggy Load of vaſt Extent, 2 


Tee whole Fleet was drawn aſbere; whence in the 14th Book, 419. we read of Stones 


O'N /H O MER. 35 
And loftieſt Pines, all t AL He mord. 
Beneath th immortal Footſteps of the Gd. 13 


* Three Stretcbes made that Pow'r divine; the fourth: 'o1t lt 
Reach d Age, his far- diſtant Goal; where toe 


Low in th' unruffied Deep his royal Seat, X A 213 6 2 
Structure ſuperbe, rich- blazing with pure Gold. 
From all Decay ſecure. His Courſers here u 13 ni ou 20 
Braſs-hoof 'd, and deck'd with * 1 He OY gt 

Himſelf in golden Panopiy arrays: 501 2113 Die 2 5055 = 1 a 
Then ſeizing the Gold-Scaourge, with Pomp aſcenldss 
His azure Car; and der broad Rilloπm rides 
Majeſtic. Round Him ſportive Dolphins throng d; 23 
With many a larger Fin, Sea-Monſters huge 
Each from his dark Receſs emerging roſqq,m, t 2297 b 


(As conſcious: of that Preſence: moſt divine) q os 
Wallowing unwieldy; and wild Gambols playe 


2 Three Stretebes made} The Term, which our Poet here uſes; i is of à more : nals 
tion than a mere Step, or Stride : It conveys indeed ,the Idea ,of a Stretch forward x but this 


as to 


Effort or Exertion of the 1 (as Heſychins obſerves) may 4s well be apply d to a 
a Step; or to any one or ſpringing forward in general ; like a Bird ſhooting a 


Way in the Air, or a Simmer in the Water at one ſin Stroke. + Three — Stretches 


or Efforts were made by Neptune, and at the fourth He reach'd Ege. There is therefore no 


Neceſſity for that very extraordinary Suppgſitipn of this Ariding over 50 or bo Miles at 0gec ee 
Suppoſition which makes the Lew od of Neptune much lon than ever enter d into Homer's -, 


Thoughts. See our Abther's gin e at 3s Coneluſion of ix Epiſode. GIL 211 HUG — 
a Reach'd Xygz] There were, — 3 to Euftathius, three Ege ; the one belonging to 
Eubæa; the ſecond in Pelsponefus ; and the third an Iſland ſo eall'd in the Ægean Sea; though 
with all his He does not venture to determine, which of the three our Author meant. 
The Scholiaſt eſpouſes that in Peloponefus, and not without Reaſon, if Neptune, (as. He fa ſays) was 
worſhip'd there. He adds ingeniouſſy enough, that Neptune, fetch'd. this | 
may's Feint to make Jeue imagine, He had withdrawn far enough from the Field wr by 
conſequently had no Thoughts of diſturbing his Meaſures, which then inclined on the Side 

of Troy : and partly becauſe his Armour was lay d up here in his own magnificent Palace, 


Fer 


which the Poet places at the Bottom of the unrufiled Lake ot Poal, a Term by which He means 


the Sea itſelf ; whether for the Reaſon Eu/fathins gives, that the Sea does not flow like Rivers 
= ary wy I urea, becauſe the end (in our Author's udgment) remain undi- 
3 turd” een ; - 


ALDO CED HI Wat” 


Or Hurricanoes - wild; and in big Hope e 5 ; 
Had ng the Greet F lect, and Ca enwrapt 
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36 


l In honour of their King; f — With Joy uh Sea 30 


Dividing left a ſpacious Vale between: 
Thro' which his bigh:neckid Courſers feu; nor rd, 
While that — —— Wag a 2 


| 
| 


With ſwift Diſpatch 5 Grizi'y May * 
c:Low in th unruffled Deep a Cave "a 
Of amplcſt Breath, twixt Tenedos fair Iſe | . | 
Due Diſtance, and the rocky Tmbriain Coaſt + blog 717 
"Twas here the God hib panting: Pair unloos'd; // 
With his own Hands th ambraſial Food ſupplies: 40 
Then round their Feet his golden . aſe! 


| Indiflolubly firong ; that well ſecur d. 6 Mam g vi 


Here might they reſt, and wait their * Sick 
Who for th Achaian Camp! now-march'd ; while =" | 
{Great Hector in her Van) with deafning Shouts N 


And Roar ſwept onward ; z - wept. like Flames of Fin. 


promiſcuaus Ruin on ber Shore. 500 0 


2 Ne Bi ut II 5 19139 139 


512. dread [Pow'r | whoſe awful Trident ſhakes. | 5 5 50 


en 


62. But * Pp 


1 + With Foy —_— Moff judicious was Pt 1 which Longs aur made in his Treats of 


che Sublime; who Fs ving obſerv'd,” that Homer ftequently inffcarries in defcribing both the na- 


tural and moral Powers of his Gods, adds, % How much better has He ſucceeded in thoſe Places, 
He portrays” tlie Deitz in its roper 3 , 33 umi and pure, [i. e. clear of all 


ory as in tfat Paſſage which Ras, emp Pl ary 5 many a Pen before mint — H. I ogra 
| 7 5 


Fins the Tooth Lov h W wherever N ** , 
FWI aw * px „ . e. ar or common Man, concery” 
% i ; 7115 10 „when in the Preface to his Laws 


aright of the f, "and 2x expreſyd Himſelf ene 
Pogo introduces * ot 5 t, WE thirg be ZE "© and there was, 1 15 1 * vhs 


41 


ON HOMER, 
Earth's yielding Frame, in Aid of Greece uproſe 
From his own Seats profound ; and' in the Form | ? 
Of ſacred Calchas animates her | Sons:; CHD EF $i belt 
Nor in loud Voice of unabating Strength + + * / i 
That Sage unlike, accoſts th' Ajaces" twain, Na 6 crit} 
Tho prompt before, thus prompter made for Fight. 
“Keep firm on his important Paſs your Stand, 
Ye Warriors; and all Greece, I truſt, is ſav d; 
Sav'd by your native Worth to Mind recall d. 
Not by inglorious and Heart- chilling Flight. 60 
Elſewhere I reck not the proud Tyde of '77oy, | - q 
Surmounting our high Wall: That Way with Eaſe 
Shall Grecia's Arms her utmoſt Shock ſuſtain. © - 
— But here frowns Danger ( to confeſs my Fears) 
In blackeſt Hue; where madding with Succeſs 65 
Bold He&or bends his fiery Courſe ; and vaunts 85 
(Not He with ortal Parentage content) a 
Dread-thundering Jove his Sire. Vet O brave Pair — 
O, were ſome God your gen rous Zeal t' inflame. 
By joint Example and joint Speech to raiſe e 
Our juſt Defence; how ſoon muſt He reſiggg 
All Hopes of this fair Fleet; tho Jove Himſelf 
Shou'd rouze his Ardor, and impell the Fight ? 
He fay'd; and gently * with his Szaff uprais d oe i 
5 — with his Staff uprair 4]. Not bis Scepter, Which neither Calchar (whom the God here | 
teens). uy kr Citi bore i om E Dee 


lin, 247. Scipione perſequens — and indeed conſidering the Effect of the Stroke; the humbly 


the Inſtrument, ſo much the better: The Contraſt by this Means is encreas'd, and our Surprize 
becomes _the orc: 


38 AN ESSAY | | 
Struck either Chief; and with that Stroke infus d 75 
Force inſuppreſſive in each Heart: their Hands 

Made light for Combate; and as light their Feet 

Wich ſwift Career to urge retreating Foes. 

As from a goat- for ſalen Cliff up-/prung _ 5 
(His airy Lodge) ſwift fhoots the Faulcon's Wing 80 
On the full Stretch, acroſs the Plain to chace | 
His yet far-diſtant Prey : : with Speed divine 
So left them the great Pow'r; not unremark'd 
By leſſer 4jax, (He for active Farce ri yd 20/4 
Of Feet far-fam'd) who thus his Hero-Mate = 85 
Firſ conſcious of th' inſpiring God, addreſs' d. 


„ upſprung] In the Original ag, a Term expreſſive of che fi Effort of the Bird; and 
this by an ard Motion: A Circumſtance which ought the rather to be retain'd, as tis not 
impoflible eee le umſelf a little from the Earth, and by 
ſo doing the more effeQually ſecure. i at He now intended) the diſcovering Himſelf to the 
two Chieftains without changing his Form; 7. e. not merely by the Swiftne/s, but Manner of 
his Motion, or as Virgil expreſs d it, 2 
| Et vera Inceſſu patuit Dea 
And our Milton after Him, | 


The Cherubim deſcended, on the Ground 
Gliding mettorous —— _ Parad. Loſt. Boe 12. lin. 628. 


Upon the whole, if Longinus was ſo much charm'd with this Epifode, where one or two Ele- 
ments are made to confeſs a preſent Deity; what muſt He have judg d of that Deſcription, 
in which the whole Sy/tem of Nature is alike affected? Has the Lorp diſpleaſed againſt the Ri- 
vers? — Was thy Wrath againſt the Sea, that Thon didft ride upon 35 or ſes, thy Chariots 
7 Salvation? — The Mountains ſaw Thee, and they trembled — the Deep utter'd his Voice and 
1 up his Hands on higb — the Sun and Moon ſtood ftill in their Habitation — At the Light if 
thine Arrows they went (i. e. the People for whom this Deliverance was wrought) and at the 
ſhining of thy glittering Spear. Habac. cap. 3. ver. 8— 11. And as it now falls in my Way, I'II 
beg Leave to obſerve once for all, that no Compariſon can be fairly drawn, if meant to Homer's 
Diſadvantage, between Him and any of his Copyi#s. For what Proportion in point of Fame 
between that Genius, whoſe rich and unexhauſted Fund of Invention furniſh'd the main Body 
of a Deſcription, and the Addreſs of ſome -after-W'riter, who adds a few artificial Touches to 
it. If any thing bids fair for a Competition with the Father-Poet, it muſt be ſomething taken 
from an Original, and independent Author like Himſelf. Of which Kind are thoſe truly ſublime 
Repreſentations of Deity, which appear not only (as Longinus obſery d) in Aeſesn; but in a/l 
che prophetic Writings. 


- - 2 


ON HOME R. 


Juno borrowing the Ceftus of Venus. 
Iliad, Beok XIV. Lin. 211. Popr's Verſion, Lin. 243. 


ry HO can diſdain Saturnid's Suit? (reply d ©" 


The Goddeſs of fect Smiles ;) Saturnia's Love, 
And Beauty blefs the heav'nly Monarch's -Bed. - _ 
So ſay d; the rich embroider'd Zone divine 


= 
- 
— 


(All-vary'd, and with each attractive Charm 4 7 5 7 


wWell- tor d) kind Venus from her Cheſt unloos d. 
There on the golden Tiſſue was inwrought _ 
With matchleſs Skill ſoft amorous Love: there ſhone- 


(But in more vivid Hue) high-rais'd D r. e - 0 f 


Sweet Converſe there; and with perſuaſive Pow'r z 10 

Bland Eloguence, which * ſteals away the Hearts | 
And Wiſdom of the Wiſe. This in her Hands ITY 
Lodg'd Cytherea ; then with fair Addreſs, | 
Take this, She cry'd. This“ in thy Boſom hid 
Shall to the full its wond'rous Force diſplay ; 15 
And work the utmoſt of thy Soul's Deſire. | 


* The Goddeſs of fweet Smiles] In the Original hee, i. e. not the Laughter- loving Dame 
(as Mr. Waller and our Poets after Him have render'd it;) but the Dame or ſs, who de- 
lights in Smiles. The former, I ſhou'd think, gives us no very favourable Idea of the Goddeſs 
of Beauty. But what dur Author judg'd of the latter, appears from many a Stroke in his 

ritings. | | | 

2 8 ſteali away the Hearts] Such was the ſo much celebrated Ceſtus or Girdle of Venus 
in Homer's Days. He has thrown in but three = at moſt four) Ingredients into its Compo- 
ſitio,, What Improvements have been ſince made upon it, are without my Sphere; who pro- 
feſs myſelf to be his Tranſlator, and write for thoſe who can be contented with HoMER. 

3 — with fair — HomER's Venus does more than preſent the Gift: There is a cer- 
tain ſoft and courteous Manner in which 'tis done. Our Poet, if Pm not miſtaken, generally 
implies as much, by his Uſe of that Phraſe, re. hr we * | | 


4 ; 
In thy Boſom hid) Why ſo? What if We ſhou'd ſay to preclude Suſpicion, by concealing - 


the Snare, from the Sight of Ju iter; on whom it was to operate in another Way, and oy luring 


. Fund's Arms, give Neptune the fairer Scope in proſecuting his Deſign of aſſiſting the 
recks 
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Seiz d of fo great a Prize Saturnia ſmil' d; 
And ſmiling couch'd the Charm within her Breaſt. 


hi 2 


The Interview between Jupiter and Juno on Mount Ida. 

Iulad, Book XIV. Lin. 341. Porz's Verſion, Lin. 387. 

q To Her the Cloud-compelling Jove replies. 

| Th ce Diſmiſs theſe Fears: So thick a Skreen deep-dy'd 
With ambient Gold, around Thee I will caſt : 

What may ſuffice to intercept each Eye 

Divine or human. Not bright So/ Himſelf, "ip 
Tho moſt ſharp-fighted He, ſhall dart one Beam 
Within that Veil divine. — So ſpake the Pow'r, 

Saturnian Breed, on Love's Diſport all- bent; 

And in his Arms the glowing Goddeſs ſeiz'd. £5 
Mean while the genial Earth beneath them rais'd d "DO 
Obſequious each fair Plant of fragrant Smell, | 
And tend'reſt Stalk : upſprung the Lotos freſh, . . ; 
| Gliftring with Dew; Crocus, and Hyacinth | © 
| (Which from the Ground rear'd high its curling Head 
| Thick-ſet and ſoft) to form their downy Couch I5 
Damaſk'd with Flowers. A golden Cloud around 
Her radiant Mantle ſpreads; and from above 
| Ambroſial Dews in balmy Drops diſtill'd. 

1 80 reſts. the Sire, by Love and Sleep ſubdu'd, 


So reſis the Sire] Homzs's Jupiter was the Son of the Cretan Saturn and Rhea; [Sce 
Newton's Chronology, p. 151] and conſidering the Manner of his Production, no Wonder, if 
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ON HOMER, 
On Gargarus' high Top, compleatly ſunk 
In ſtill Repoſe; and with fond Arm enfolds 
The Partner of his Bliſs. That Vantage ſeen, 
Swift ſteers for Grecia's Camp (then fore diſtreſs'd) | 
Sleep's gentle Pow'r 3 and thus by 1Veprune's Side, 
News, not ungrateful to his Ear, convey d. 

«© Now, WVeptune, to thy Heart's Content inforee 
Th Achaian Cauſe ; this Hour at leaſt 5 while e 
In my fafe Spell, and Junb's foft Embrace c 441 
(Truſt Me, no Cares of State moleſt Him there) D 
Lur'd by her bland perſuaſive Speech; reeliness. 30 


* . * 9 2 * 
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* The Fall of Hector by the Stone of Afaax. | 16944 
Iliad, Book XIV. Line 402. Port's Verſiofy Lis. 455. 
A Ajax (for in Combate turn d, He facd 
Full in the Front his Arms) firſt Hector hurlkd 


the Firſt Book, that He had his flated Couch, on which He repos'd, * © wat 0 
— ot jy YAox9; EY 1 e— | a | 
And here We find him oblig'd to caſt a golden Skreen around Himſelf, to conceal” his . 
neſs both from the Eyes of Gods and Men. And accordingly our Poet has moſt judiciouſly cha- 
ratteris'd Him by that very Circumſtance of 1 here; He is no longer the Zeus ois: 
lerne, no longer the high-thandering Jove, when Jur'd by this Deception into Ford Arms. But | 
— 1H αεααν. Kees aig 1 w .̊g.öa * mo——_ | | 
And when deſcribing his enſuing, Sleep, He adds, | | 1 WL 
So reſts the Sire, by Love and Sleep ſubdu'd =— 4 3 


* The Fall of Hector]! What Milton judg'd of this noble Epiſode, appears from his may 
Imitation of it, in the Account He gives of Satan's Reſcue from the Sword. of Michael. Paradi 
Loſt, Book 6. lin. 295. To what has been already obſery'd upon Homer's: Deſcriptions, p. 11, 
Note 1. and p. 32. Note 2. I wou'd here add, that not only our Author's Ideas ſhould remain 
inviolate ; but alſo- the Order in which they lye: for if thjs ſhou'd be difturb'd, down goes all 
that agreeable Suſpence, in which He keeps us in every Part of the Engagement; with all that 
Agitation and Hurry into which both Greeks and Trojans are thrown at the Sight of Hector's Fall. 

— Thus the whole Life and Spirit of the Deſcription is loſt; and the Engiihh Reader will be 
tempted to aſk, 4+ How comes it that a Writer, who has been the Wonder of Ages, ſhould affect 


Him no more ? | ; 
in Combate turn'd] Neptune having now openly headed the Greeks, We might of Courſe 
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| His vigorous Lance; nor fail'd the Dardan Aim. 

Where the * two Baldricks;.croſs before (the one 

The Shield's Support, and one the Fauebion's Stay) rig 

There fell the Blow: But that joint Fence ſecur d | 4 
The Greciar's: Cheſt, Then Hector chaf d to find, 

His Weapon, tho' right well diſmiſs'd, had wing'd 

| Her Flight in vain; a to elude his Fate 

Back to his Files with cautious Step withdre wp. 10 

S Him thus retreating, with a Stone up-heav d | 

| (Such, as ſuffic d to prop the Ships, and lay 

In Plenty by the Warriors Feet Jooſe-roll'd) , 

| *Smote on the Breaſt, above the Buckler's Brim, 

Near by the Neck, great Aar thundering Arm: 15 

And with ſuch Sway; that, like a twirling Sphere 

| Swift-turn'd, He drove Him; and ſbeer round the Chief 


2 two Baldricks croſs 3 i. e. upon the Breaſt. We find in Book 12. lin. 401. one of 

; theſe Belts or Baldricks (with the Aid of Jupiter) ſav'd Sarpedon's Life, when endanger'd from 

' Teucer's Bow. What therefore may We not expect from both combin'd ? | 

3 — to prop the Ships] See Note, p. 34. In the Original «pare mw, which Heſychius an 

| Euſtathius explain by the Words «guope and viignopn, i. e. an Underprop. | 

* Smote on the Breaſt] Not full on the Breaſt and Throat (of which more hereafter) but 

ſimply 1d. Een, i. e. upon the Breaſt; and aN. Ing, i. e. near the Neck; and when the 

Poet adds, above the Buckler, it ſhou'd ſeem the Stroke inclin'd ſomewhat to the left. 

| 5 — like a twirling Sphere] Both the Greek Scholiaft and Epigrammatiſt underſtood this Ro- 
tation, of Hefor's Body. The former ſays, dem us e Torneo aur O :200as, oÞodrws nF ac, 

i. e. having ſtruck Him with great Violence, He made Him to turn like a If op. And the other's - 
Judgment is ſufficiently ſeen in that Line, | 


Thug Tor RA tfixuMoon Tidw. 


Pm inclin'd to be of the fame Opinion with theſe Writers for more Reaſons than one; firſt, 
from the Comftruttion itſelf, He fliruck Him (ſays the Poet) on the Breaft ; and having firuck, He 
drove — What? or Whom? ſurely the Perſon ſtruck ; as being the immediate, or rather only 
Antecedent here imply'd : Not to add, that it were flat indeed to ſay of the Stone, after the 
Stroke, wits & drehe marry, i. e. it ran ſheer round; for that expreſſes but one ſingle Rotation; 
too trivial a Circumſtance to be taken Notice of here. Euſtathius tho' admitting both Senſes, 
inclines to the Stone; but for a Reaſon which ſhou'd rather make againſt Him: „For how, 
ſays He, cou'd ſo Hrong a Man as Hefor be turn'd round by the Blow? I anſwer, The Blow 
not being given full on the Breaſt, the compound Motion ariſing partly from the impreſſed Force 
el the Stone, and partly from Hefor's prodigious Strength and Effort to clude the Fall, wou'd 


_ 


ON HOMER, 
From that dire Shock in wild Notation flew. 
As when by Jove's reſiſtleſs Bolt uptorn — #242 02 
From its firm Baſe, down drops the Oak, and reads Luis 
A Ruin, awful to the Sight! involv'd 


In ſulphurous Stench and Fume : ſo here o'er-whelm' d, 4 
Straight fell the Force of Hector in the Duſt: 

Straight his lack Hand forgoes the Spear; and oer | 
His proſtrate Bulk the ſinking Shield reclines, © 25 
And looſen'd Helm: All round to that dread Fall -- -- — | 


Re-ecchoing his whole martial Suit reſoundes. 
Swift flew with Shouts th' exulting Sons of Greece 
High-fluſh'd, in Hope to ſeize Him; and thick Show'rs 
Of Darts before them, to prepare their War,, 30 
Sent on Diſpatch: but not one Caſt cou'd reach 
That Shepherd of the Tribes: ſo ſwift in Aid 

Ran many a Warrior bold, the Prime of Troy, 

And Troy's Allies; Polydamas in Chief; 

In Chief nens, and Agenor's Fire; | 

Brave Glaucus, and the great Sarpedon's Zeal, 14 
Lycia's ſupreme (that moſt important Life ö 
Who cou'd neglect?) which interpos d Defence 24 


be of the circular Kind. Query, How far our Author Himſelf has determin'd the Senſe of 
this Phraſeology by that Line ? | 


Onur Y ws x00we Ri R outs. Book XI. bn, . 
And which Virgil ſeems to have had in View, 
truncumque tepentem 
Provolvens | Eneid. Lib. 10. lin. 55 5. 


From its firm Baſe) In the Original ggg Heſebius explains it, ou Ta gigar anaenn- 


une, i. e. torn up n with its Roots: But from the ako is ſufficient for Homer. See 
Book XI. lin, 137. 
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| | With their broad Shields: whileſt' others bore Him off 
| Back to his Steeds and Chariot; where it ſtood 5 46 
| Shin the Files of 2 1 251 ; 


* * * * * 
143 1 1 * , * - 
* - " 8. 4 o * 
ey * * * . 
. . 


WE Hedor s Artack « on the Grecian Fleet, 

Iliad, Book XV. Lin. bag: Porrz Verſion, £7. 726. 
E 1 d like Mars in all his dread Array, 
And brandiſhing his Spear: Like Fire He A 
Wide waltung the high Mountain- tops among 8 
Their thickeſt Shades; while the hot Blood, which bord 
In his fwel'd Veins, with- fwift Seeretion threw ae 20 
Foam on his Lips: Beneath thoſe Brows ſevrere 
Thick Flames his Eye- balls flaſh'd; the r * 
Around his Temples, as the Heroe mov'd, | 2 
Shed Terror from its Plumes — ſo fought the Chief + 1 
While Jove Himſelf was preſent in mid Air 10 
And fill'd with more than mortal Force his Breaſt : N. Pine . 
| That He whole Ctowds of circling Foes defy d 
Tho Angle: — this in Honour of one Head, — 95 
Conſcious of Fate th indulgent God beſtoẽw d; 
| To crown with Fame the ſhort-liv'd Heroe's Span. Is 
Since now (ev n now) did Pallas Arts prepare 
His deſtin'd Fall beneath Pelides Spear. 


„ HeRor's Attack] Our Poet. having with Apolle's Aid recover'd. Hactar from his late Blow, 
and driven the Greets once more to their Ships, is ſo. fired (as Longinus remarks) with his 
| * that He becomes the very Thing which He deſcribes, 
He rag'd like Mars in all his drgad Array, 


And brandithing his Spear 


| 
| 
| 
| 


7 


| ON HOME R. 
Oft He aſſay d the hoſtile Ranks to pierce: 
Nor on each trivial Creſt his er e 
But in the great Purſuit of Glory flew, 


Where Numbers wedg'd, and brigbteſt Armour dard 

Yet unſubdu'd, the Grecian Phalanx ſtood, 

' Tower-form, compact in mighty Quadrate join'd, 

To his beſt Strength oppos d; like ſome proud Cliff 3 

Hard by the Sea; whoſe broad outjutting Sides 25 

— ait unappall'd the joint Aſſault of Blaſts 
our d from above, and Zellowing: Waves below. 

= He all-ſheath'd in radiant Fire, charg'd-home 

Their denſeſt Files As: from black Clouds dilmiſo d © 

Some Mountain-Billow on the nimble Bark 7 1 


O'erſhadowing falls impetuous ; ; the whole Deck 
From Poop to Prow, beneath that dread Career, 


Toner: farm] Towers are either round or ſquare : and Euftathius aſſures us, that the mii 
tary Arrangement ſo call'd by the Greeks was of the latter Sort wvgyndo Nara ehe, 
W Euſtath. bo 

2 — black Clouds] Longinus having obſerv'd that one Source of the true Sublime conſiſts 
* in ſelecting out of the ſeveral Parts or ircumſtances belonging 3 which are 
the moſt eminent and ſtriking; and then to digeſt them into a compleat produces this 
Piece of Painting as one Inſtance out of xcellent indeed ! but which, I think, is ſurpaſs'd 
by two of much the fame Kind in the O by, vis iz. Neptune's Storm, and the Whirlpool of Gha- 

As which laſt I was the rm” xo inſert, n Anme, 

. Powers never forſook Him. 

Dread Paſs ! Here 2 — there in Site oppos s'4 

Fouark with 2 Gulph abſorb'd 
_ The ſwifi 1 Brine, tremendous Fall. i 

But when [like ſome vaſt Cauldron urg d by Flames) | ; 

Digereing ber full, Draught ; ftraight all-confus'd 

(With many a rapid Whirl, "Water and Mire 

Here mixt, and with hoarſe bellowing Noiſe LADEN ) 

Aſſaults She the mid Air; and either Cli 

hole Summit with wide- catter d Foam —— 
. But when afreſh engu e ing the alt Wave ; 

Then all 05 (dire Change of Scene ! ) in M birlu 


Once more embroi ld, ſbe open'd 1% our View ” 
Hler dark Retreat; brown Sand, and Earth i 
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36 
I pee ſmother'd wich We *. Nor leſs the Rage 


| Shakes every Heart; as from within the = . N S 
Of ruthleſs Death till hovering o'er his — 15 Lows ad 
1 Slight nach _— are . at Dnd cron aw * 2701 


28 To where joint Ruin each chili d Heart — 2 273- v0 bie 
£1 Odyf. Book XII. lin. 235. Porz's Verſion, lin, 280. ; 
I wou'd not be over-fond of drawing a Compariſon between two ſuch Maſter-Poets, as Holes 


and VIRGIL ; but I believe, on inſpecting both We ſhall find ſomething far more full and ſtriking 
in the Greet; tho the Roman has feld his Seyle with — 0" | 


| — rur ſuſſue auras 
= - Erigit alternos, & Sidera verberat Und. Eneid. Lib. 3. in 422. 
© Homes contents Himſelf, with onl beſpattering the T ; of the Rocks with the Foam; but 
in * Auguſtan Poet (if Dryden's Tranſlation has done Jae $4 
uit Fury drin K63FESJORG 31 
The Waves mount up, , and | waſh the Face of Heav'n. [Daraex, 


| & 


C $434k i 11 \# 


| — And now having brought our galant? Tr rojan to "his ons of Glory, I had intended to introduce 
= 2 greater Heroe into the Field, with the enſuing / Defeat of Trey, Hecter's Soliloquy at the 
| 8 Sean Gates, and that moſt affeFting Scene, in which his Corſe is beheld from off the Walls, 
[> when drag d by the Victor's Steeds: But I found too many Epiſodes here amy upon Me, to 

- fall within the Compaſs of the preſent Deſign. Let the Fortune of this Eflay be firſt try'd, in 
which Pve ventur'd to ſet before the Public, what I may call a few ſelect Frcs taken from 
no leſs a Hend than Home's, and which lye in the po ets Order: 


The Peſtilence 6 — Page 1 | The Retreat of Ajax — 2% 30 
The Speeches of Achilles and Neſtor p. 3, 5 | Hedor's forcing the Greek Entrenchments p. 32 
Helen's aſcending the Walls of Troy p. 8 Neptune's rallying the Greeks - ——  p. 34 
= "The Engagement between Paris and A.- he Ceſtus of Venus p. 39 
wlan p. 11 The Interview between Jupiter and June 
The Commencement of the Fight — P. 15 on Mount Ida — p. 40 


* 


The Interview between Hector and Inuj- [The Fall of Hector by the Stone of Ajax p. 41 
dromache at the Scæan Gates p. 17 Hector Attack upon the Grecian Fleet p. 44 


And (by way of Note) the Straights of Scylla and Cbarybdis, p. 45. 
e 


Nr N 


bo. 7,8. r. Thy daſtard Soul finds Death Kh, p. 5- 
4. blot out Semicolon. p. 28. I. 3. r. flies; p. 40. |. 3. r. 
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